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SHW225. AMATEUR ELIGIBILITY.  
The application for amateur membership must be true and correct in every detail. A false statement shall be grounds for 
possible disciplinary action under AQHA’s disciplinary procedure (VIOLATIONS), which includes suspension, fine and/or 
expulsion from membership. In addition to the membership requirements, the following rules apply. An amateur:  
SHW225.1 must be 19 years of age on or before January 1 of the year of application and no longer eligible to compete in 

AQHA youth classes  
SHW225.2 may show in Select amateur classes upon turning 50 years of age.  
SHW225.3 for three years from the date of the last incident which rendered the individual ineligible previous to application 

for amateur membership, an amateur may not have:  
SHW225.3.1 shown, judged, trained or assisted in training a horse (whether or not a registered American Quarter 

Horse) for remuneration, monetary or otherwise, either directly or indirectly. Payment of entry fees and/or expenses 
by anyone other than the amateur, the amateur’s “Immediate Family” as defined herein or an amateur’s collegiate 
team and/or nationally sponsored team (team demonstrations, exhibitions or international competitions only) shall be 
considered remuneration;  

SHW225.3.2 instructed another person in riding, driving, training or showing a horse (whether or not a registered 
American Quarter Horse) for remuneration, monetary or otherwise, either directly or indirectly;  

SHW225.3.3 shown, trained or assisted in the training of a horse (whether or not a registered American Quarter Horse) 
for which an immediate family member accepts remuneration, monetary or otherwise, either directly or indirectly, for 
such services;  

SHW225.3.4 held credentials of horse show judge for AQHA or any other equine organization;  
SHW225.3.5 been a member of the American Quarter Horse Association of Professional Horsemen; or  
SHW225.3.6 held membership accreditation with the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association, Women’s Professional 

Rodeo Association (Barrel Race Only), International Professional Rodeo Association, or have been rated as a #7 or 
above in the Ranch Sorting National Championships or a #7 in the United State Team Penning Association (ratings 
effective as of the first of each August or when new rankings are released by the associations) for those events or 
classes which are the same events or classes in which the individual competes, or desires to compete, in AQHA 
amateur competition. For example, a person who competes in a PRCA roping event may not compete in amateur tie-
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down roping or dally team roping (heading or heeling) but may show in any other amateur classes. A permit holder is 
not considered as one who has membership accreditation in a professional organization and may compete in any 
AQHA approved amateur class.  

SHW225.4 Notwithstanding SHW225.3.3-4 above, certification as an instructor in equitherapy by Professional Association 
of Therapeutic Horsemanship International (PATH) or similar organizations recognized by AQHA shall not result in 
amateur ineligibility. AQHA shall maintain a list of such recognized organizations. To be eligible as an AQHA amateur, the 
excepted instructor may only teach students enrolled with the recognized organization or prescribed such rehabilitation by 
a licensed medical doctor. Any amateur competitor excepted under this provision shall file such certification with the 
AQHA Amateur Department prior to any competition by such individual.  

SHW225.5 Notwithstanding SHW225.3.4 above, an individual who is 65 years of age or older and holds horse show judging 
credentials for AQHA or any other equine organization but has not judged in the previous twelve months is eligible to 
immediately apply for amateur membership so long as he/she meets all other amateur eligibility requirements and 
relinquishes his/her horse show judging credentials.  

SHW225.6 Notwithstanding SHW225.3.5, an individual who is 65 years of age or older and is a member of the American 
Quarter Horse Association of Professional Horsemen is eligible to immediately apply for amateur membership so long as 
he/she meets all other amateur eligibility requirements and relinquishes their Professional Horsemen membership.  

SHW225.7 Notwithstanding SHW225.3.6 above, an amateur member who is eligible to compete as a select amateur and 
has earned Gold Card status with another association or organization is eligible to compete in any AQHA-approved 
amateur class so long as he/she has not activated his/her Gold Card to be eligible to compete within the other association 
or organization.  

SHW225.8 Notwithstanding SHW225.3.2 above, an individual participating as a non-full time, non-professional instructor in 
an approved horsemanship school recognized by AQHA shall not result in amateur ineligibility. AQHA shall maintain a list 
of such recognized educational institutions. To be eligible as an AQHA amateur, the excepted instructor may only teach 
students enrolled with the recognized educational institution. Any amateur competitor excepted under this provision shall 
report his/her participation in such approved program with the AQHA Amateur Department prior to any competition by 
such individual. 

SHW226. As a condition for the issuance of amateur membership, the applicant, and/or the family member who actually 
owns the horse with which the amateur will participate, agrees to provide, upon request, such documentation or other proof 
as requested by AQHA to support the representations of sole economic ownership of the horse or horses exhibited by the 
amateur in amateur or open events, and the other criterion set forth above. Failure to promptly furnish such documentation 
upon request may be cause for immediate termination of amateur membership and be grounds for possible disciplinary 
action by the Executive Committee under AQHA disciplinary procedures.  
SHW227. To become eligible for amateur membership, or become eligible for reinstatement to amateur membership, the 
individual must wait a period of up to three years from the date of the last incident which rendered the individual ineligible. 
Violation of AQHA’s rule requirement for truthful application for amateur status may be cause for more severe sanction than 
such waiting period. 
SHW228. If a record owner (1) leases a horse for breeding purposes only and (2) retains sole right of competing with the 
horse, such record owner may exhibit the horse in open or amateur AQHA classes. 
SHW229. Upon revocation of amateur membership because of ineligibility, all earned amateur points from time of violation 
of eligibility rules shall be revoked. 
SHW230. AMATEUR PERMITS. Amateur card holders may ride horses owned by someone other than immediate family 
members in any open division performance class for which they have been granted exemption by AQHA with no penalty, 
provided the amateur member pays all entry fees and expenses in connection with showing. Upon written request to 
AQHA’s Competition Department, and after receiving from them a permit authorizing such, an amateur member will be 
permitted to exhibit a horse he/she does not own in open division classes at a maximum of two AQHA-approved shows. The 
amateur member seeking exemption must submit to AQHA’s Competition Department the names and exact dates of the two 
shows, as well as the horse’s name and AQHA registration number which they will exhibit.  
SHW230.1 Only one such permit will be granted for a rider for a given horse, and no AQHA points will be awarded.  
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SHW230.2 Show management shall not allow a non-owned horse to be shown by an amateur member in the open division 
unless exhibitor has said permit at the time of entry. Failure to properly obtain permit prior to showing may result in 
revocation of amateur status and/or other penalties. 
 
SHW320. WESTERN AND ENGLISH ATTIRE  
SHW320.1 In halter, speed events, team penning and other western classes, appropriate western attire is required which 

includes pants (slacks, trousers, jeans, etc.) shirt with long sleeves and collar (band, standup, tuxedo, etc.), western hat 
and cowboy boots. Special exception because of religious reasons or physical handicap must be requested by filing a 
written request to AQHA and obtaining written approval prior to participation. It is optional that an exhibitor may wear a 
hard hat with harness in all classes. The hat must be on the rider’s head when the exhibitor enters the arena. At show 
management’s option, a fine may be imposed to an exhibitor for loss of hat. Spurs and chaps are optional. Exhibitors 19 
years of age or older may use a rubber band per foot (maximum width of 1/4 inch) during any competition. Exhibitors 19 
years of age or older may also be tied, buckled or fastened by other means during any competition. Exhibitors 18 years of 
age or younger may use a rubber band per foot (maximum width of 1/4 inch) only during speed events in the youth, Level 
1 youth and open divisions. Exhibitors 18 years of age or under may not be tied, buckled or fastened by any other means 
during any competition.  

SHW320.2 It is mandatory for riders in all hunter, jumper and equitation over fence classes, including hunter hack, where 
jumping is required and when jumping anywhere on the competition ground to wear properly fastened protective headgear 
that meets ASTM/SEI standards or equivalent international standards for equestrian use. The helmet must also be 
properly fitted with harness secured. It is mandatory that all youth wear an ASTM/SEI approved hard hat with harness 
during all English classes including flat and over fence classes. It is recommended that amateurs wear an ASTM/SEI 
approved hard hat with harness in all English classes.  

SHW320.3 In all English classes, riders should wear hunt coats of traditional colors such as navy, dark green, grey, black or 
brown. Maroon and red are improper. Breeches (or jodhpurs), are to be of traditional shades of buff, khaki, canary, light 
grey or rust with high English boots or paddock (jodhpur) boots of black or brown. Black, navy blue or brown hard hat (with 
harness for youth in any over fence classes) is mandatory. A tie or choker is required. Gloves, spurs of the unrowelled 
type that are blunt, round or that include a smooth rolling ball and no longer than one inch and crops and bats are optional. 
Hair must be neat and contained (as in net or braid). Judges must penalize contestants who do not conform.  

SHW320.4 In pleasure driving, the exhibitor shall be neatly attired. A coat, tie and hat of choice may be worn. No part of the 
exhibitor’s legs may be exposed above mid-calf.  

SHW320.5 Judges, at their discretion, may authorize adjustments to attire due to weather-related conditions.  
SHW320.6 The judge will have the authority to disqualify the exhibitor for any piece of equipment, accoutrement, or attire 

which in his or her opinion would tend to give a rider an unfair advantage.  
SHW320.7 For shows conducted in international countries, the exhibitor has the option of wearing traditional attire of the 
country. Traditional attire shall not encompass informal attire such as baseball caps and t-shirts, but rather the industry stan-
dard for historical dress for the local or regional agricultural industry. 
 
SHW310. ENGLISH EQUIPMENT.  
In all English classes, an English snaffle (no shank), kimberwick, pelham or full bridle (with two reins), all with cavesson 
nosebands and plain leather brow bands must be used.  (see AQHA rulebook for further clarification and diagrams) 
SHW310.1 In reference to mouthpieces, nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar). Solid and broken mouthpieces 
must be between 5/16” to 3/4” (8 mm to 20 mm) in diameter, measured 1” (25 mm) from the cheek and may have a port no 
higher than 1 1/2” (40 mm). They may be inlaid, synthetic wrapped, including rubber or plastic or incased, but must be 
smooth. Leather bits to be solid, smooth, rolled leather 5/8” to 3/4” (15mm – 20mm) measured one inch from cheek with no 
port. On broken mouthpieces only, connecting rings of 1 1/4” (32 mm) or less in diameter or connecting flat bar of 3/8” to 
3/4” (10 mm to 20 mm) measured top to bottom with a maximum length of 2” (50 mm), which lie flat in the horse’s mouth, 
are acceptable. Snaffle bit rings may be no larger than 4” (100 mm) in diameter. Any bit having a fixed rein requires use of a 
curb chain, or curb strap. Smooth round, oval or egg-shaped, slow twist, corkscrew, single twisted wire, double twisted wire 
mouthpieces and straight bar or solid mouthpieces are allowed.  
SHW310.2 In jumping only, mechanical hackamores may be used.  
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SHW310.3 Saddles must be black and/or brown leather of traditional hunting or forward seat type, knee insert on the skirt is 
optional. Saddle pads should fit size and shape, except when necessary to accommodate numbers on both sides, for 
which a square pad or suitable attachment may be used. Saddle pads and attachments shall be white or natural color with 
no ornamentation. 

SHW311. ENGLISH OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT  
SHW311.1 Spurs of the unrowelled type that are blunt, round or that include a smooth rolling rubber or stainless-steel ball 

and no longer than one inch  
SHW311.2 Crops or bats  
SHW311.3 Gloves  
SHW311.4 English breast plate  
SHW311.5 Braiding of mane and/or tail in hunt style  
SHW311.6 Standing or running martingales in working hunter, jumping and equitation over fences only.  
SHW311.7 Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are allowed in hunt seat equitation on the flat, hunt seat equitation 

over fences, and jumping.  
SHW311.8 Colored saddle pads or pads with AQHA’s corporate logo can be used on saddle pad in jumping only.  
SHW311.9 Half chaps, must be smooth brown or black leather 
SHW312. ENGLISH PROHIBITED EQUIPMENT  
SHW312.1 Bits of any style (pelham, snaffle, kimberwick) featuring mouthpieces with cathedrals, donuts, prongs, edges or 

rough, sharp material shall be cause for elimination. Square stock, metal wrapped or polo bits shall be cause for 
elimination. If a curb bit is used, the curb chain must be at least 1/2” (15mm) in width and lie flat against the jaw of the 
horse.  

SHW312.2 Draw reins  
SHW312.3 Rowelled spurs  
SHW312.4 Standing or running martingales except in working hunter, jumping and equitation over fences  
SHW312.5 Figure 8 or flash cavessons except in jumping  
SHW312.6 Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited in pleasure driving, hunter under saddle, working 

hunter under saddle and boots of any description except outdoors during inclement weather, in hunter hack, and working 
hunter. The use of slip on (easy care) horse boots or related footwear are not considered as protective boots and are 
permissible to be worn in all classes.  

SHW312.7 Rubber reins, except in jumping  
SHW312.8 Slip on spurs 
 
SHW350. HALTER CLASSES.  
A halter class is defined as a class where the horse is judged based upon its conformation. The purpose of the class is to 
preserve American Quarter Horse type by selecting well-mannered individuals in the order of their resemblance to the breed 
ideal and that are the most positive combination of balance, structural correctness, and movement with appropriate breed 
and sex characteristics and adequate muscling.  
SHW350.1 The ideal American Quarter Horse shown at halter is a horse that is generally considered to be solid in color and 

possesses the following characteristics: the horse should possess eye appeal that is the result of a harmonious blending 
of an attractive head; refined throat latch; well-proportioned, trim neck; long, sloping shoulder; deep heart girth; short back; 
strong loin and coupling; long hip and croup; and well-defined and muscular stifle, gaskin, forearm and chest. All stallions 
2 years old and over shall have two visible testicles. These characteristics should be coupled with straight and structurally 
correct legs and feet that are free of blemishes. The horse should be a balanced athlete that is muscled uniformly 
throughout.  

SHW350.2 All horses whose registration certificates are marked with a parrot mouth notation per registration rules, 
cryptorchid notation per registration rules or excessive white notation per registration rules are ineligible to compete in any 
halter class including performance halter.  

SHW350.3 One of the most important criteria in selecting a horse is conformation, or its physical appearance. While it could 
be assumed that most horses with several years’ seasoning and past performance have acceptable conformation, the 
goal in selection should always be to find the best conformed horse possible.  
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SHW350.4 Rating conformation depends upon objective evaluation of the following four traits: balance, structural cor-
rectness, breed and sex characteristics and degree of muscling. Of the four, balance is the single most important, and 
refers to the structural and aesthetic blending of body parts. Balance is influenced almost entirely by skeletal structure.  

SHW350.5 Faults, to be judged according to severity: 
SHW350.5.1 Major Faults in Balance: 
Steep shoulder 
Long back  
Weak loin 
Short croup 
Steep croup 
Weakness behind the withers 
Shallow heart girth 
Extremely short legs or long legs in relation to the heart girth 
Extremely unlevel from withers to croup 
Extremely unproportional with the shoulder, back or stifle being greatly different in lengths when viewed from the side 
SHW350.5.2 Minor Faults in Balance: 
Moderate slope to the shoulder 
Slightly long in the back 
Slightly weak in the loin 
Slight steepness to the croup 
Slight rounding of the croup 
Slight weakness or dip behind the withers 
Slightly shallow in the heart girth 
Shorter legs or longer legs than depth of heart girth 
Slightly unlevel from withers to croup 
Slightly unproportional with the shoulder, back or stifle being different lengths when viewed from the side 
SHW350.5.3 Major Faults in Structural Correctness: 
Steep shoulder that only allows for 4 or less inches of depth of chest 
Long back that gives the appearance of being much longer than the shoulder length and hip  
length when viewed from the side 
Weak back that gives the appearance of being much more than two inches from the top of the withers 
Front legs from the front when the knee joint is obviously to the inside or outside of a straight line  
Front legs from the front when the fetlock joint is obviously deviated to the inside or outside of a straight line  
Front legs from the front when the hoof is severely deviated to the inside or outside of a straight  
line possibly causing interference when tracking 
Front legs from the side when the knee is forward of a straight line and can never come close to locking into a straight 

line  
Front legs from the side when the knee is anywhere behind a straight line or referred to as calf-kneed 
Front legs from the side when the pastern is directly above and runs straight from the pastern joint to the hoof with little 

or no angle 
Rear legs from the rear when the point of the hock is obviously to the inside or outside a straight line running from the 

point of the hip 
Rear legs from the rear when the hooves are obviously deviated to the inside or outside of the straight line from the 

point of the hip 
Rear legs from the side when the hock joint itself (only looking at the hock joint) is anything greater than a 160-degree 

angle or less than 130 degrees 
Rear legs from the side when the pastern joint is directly above and runs straight from the pastern joint to the hoof with 

little or no angled 
SHW350.5.4 Minor Faults in Structural Correctness: 
Steep shoulder that allows for some depth of chest but not at the proper 45-degree angle 
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Long back that is longer than the shoulder or hip lengths when viewed from the side 
Weak back that is less than two inches from the top of the withers to the back, but still shows Weakness 
Front legs from the front where there is a slight deviation of the knee joint to the inside or outside of a straight line 
Front legs from the front where the fetlock joint is deviated to the inside or outside of a straight line 
Front legs from the front when the hoof is deviated to the inside or outside of a straight line, but not severe enough to 

interfere when tracking 
Front legs from the side when knee is slightly forward of a straight line and can lock into a straight line 
Front legs from the side when the knee is only slightly behind the vertical or slightly calf-kneed 
Front legs from the side when the pastern has some angle from the pastern joint to the hoof, but not enough angle to 

give proper concussion 
Rear legs from the rear when the point of the hock is to the inside or outside of a straight line running from the point of 

the hip 
Rear legs from the rear when the hooves are deviated to the inside or outside of a straight line from the point of the hip 
Rear legs from the side when the hock joint itself (only looking at the hock joint) is slightly outside the boundaries of 

ideal which vary from 135 degrees to 150 degrees 
Rear legs from the side when the pastern joint has some angle, but lacks the correct angle to give proper concussion 
SHW350.5.5 Severe Fault in Quality, Gender or Breed-Type Characteristics:  
The horse shall be heavily penalized, so as to not be placed over a horse in a point-earning placing: 
Horses 14 hands or less for horses ages 3 and over 
Horses that are gaited (rack or pace) 
SHW350.5.6 Major Fault in Quality, Gender or Breed-Type Characteristics: 
Excessively long head 
Roman nose  
Pig eyed 
Excessively long ears 
Excessively narrow between the eyes 
Excessive bulge between the eyes 
Floppy ears 
Poor set ears or ear with bad expression 
SHW350.5.7 Minor Faults in Quality, Gender or Breed-Type Characteristics: 
Long head 
Small bulge between the eyes 
Pin eared 
Narrow between the eyes 
Small eyes 
Long ears 
Offset ears 
Excessively small nostrils 
SHW350.5.7 Major Faults in Muscling: 
Chest muscling that appears as a wide flat or no V 
Chest muscling that appears to be less than 6 inches from the neck/chest junction to the floor of the chest when viewed 

from the front 
Shoulder muscling that appears to be less than half the length of the back or stifle when viewed from the side 
Forearm muscling that has little or no bulge or definition 
Forearm muscling that fails to tie in high with no blending to the chest or knee 
Stifle muscling that appears more narrow than the top of the hip when viewed from the rear giving an appearance of 

being “apple butted” 
Stifle muscling that appears flat with little or no definition 
Stifle muscling that appears to be less than half the length of the back or extremely short with no length when viewed 

from the side 
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Gaskin muscling that has little or no bulge. Gaskin muscling that fails to tie in high with no blending to the stifle or hock 
SHW350.5.8 Minor Faults in Muscling: 
Chest muscling that appears to have an inverted V, but lacks the depth of high quality muscling 
Chest muscling that appears more than 6 inches in depth from the neck/chest junction, but lacking true high quality 

depth of chest 
Shoulder muscling that is proportional in length when viewed from the side, but not equivalent to the back and stifle 
Forearm muscling that has definition, but lacks the bulge of high quality muscling 
Forearm muscling that ties in and blends into the chest and knee, but lacks the bulge and definition of true high quality 

muscling  
Stifle muscling that appears to have definition, but lacks the bulge and width of true high quality muscling 
Stifle muscling that appears shorter when viewed from the side in comparison to the back and chest, but is still pro-

portional. Gaskin muscling that has definition, but lacks the bulge of high quality muscling 
Gaskin muscling that ties in and blends into the stifle and hock, but lacks the bulge and definition of true high quality 
muscling 
SHW369. GRAND AND RESERVE CHAMPION.  
When judging of all classes in a halter division has been completed, all first and second-place class winners of that sex 
division, with the exception of spayed mares, shall return to the ring, with first-place class winners in one line and second-
place horses from each class in another line. Refer to SHW260.8 for Grand and Reserve Point allocation.  
SHW369.1 It is mandatory that the judge select a Grand Champion and Reserve Champion in each sex division in open, 

youth and amateur divisions having three or more entries.  
SHW369.2 The judge(s) shall select the Grand Champion stallion, mare or gelding from the first-place class winners in the 

respective sex division. If the first-place horse does not return for any reason, the second-place horse will move up to the 
first-place line and be considered for Grand and Reserve. The third-place horse cannot move up to second place in the 
class. All first-place horses will retain points in their respective class.  

SHW369.3 The ring steward shall take the second-place horse in the class from which the Grand Champion had been 
selected and place it in the line with the first-place class winners, to be judged equally for the title of Reserve Champion 
stallion, mare or gelding in the respective sex division.  

SHW369.4 In amateur halter or youth competition, when an exhibitor has qualified two or more horses for Grand and 
Reserve Champion, only another amateur or youth may assist that exhibitor as long as the amateur or youth who originally 
qualified the horses leads one of the horses in that class. An amateur cannot lead a non-owned horse in the open division 
for Grand and/or Reserve Champion.  
 
SHW616. HUNT SEAT EQUITATION ON THE FLAT 
Available only in the amateur and youth divisions. The purpose is to evaluate the ability of the hunter rider to perform 
various maneuvers on his/her horse which provides a base for natural progression to over fence classes. The 
communication between horse and rider through subtle cues and aids should not be obvious. Equitation is judged on the 
rider and his/her effect on the horse. Hunt seat equitation on the flat provides a base for a natural progression to over fence 
classes. The poll should be level with, or slightly above the withers, to allow proper impulsion behind. The head should not 
be carried behind the vertical, giving the appearance of intimidation, or be excessively nosed out, giving a resistant 
appearance.  
SHW617. Pattern. It is mandatory that the judge post the pattern at least one hour prior to commencement of the class. All 
patterns must include a walk, trot, canter and back. Patterns used in classes for riders 13 and under should use maneuvers 
from Group #1 and/or Group #2 (SHW620). Horses’ gaits are to be ridden with the same cadence and speed as you would 
find in the rail phase. All ties will be broken at the discretion of the judge.  
SHW618. Basic Position. Judges should not ask exhibitors to mount or dismount.  
SHW618.1 Hands should be over and in front of horse’s withers, knuckles 30 degrees inside the vertical, hands slightly 

apart and making a straight line from horse’s mouth to rider’s elbow. Method of holding reins is optional, and bight of reins 
may fall on either side. However, all reins must be picked up at the same time.  

SHW618.2 The eyes should be up and shoulders back.  
SHW618.3 Toes should be at an angle best suited to rider’s conformation; heels down, calf of leg in contact with horse.  
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SHW618.4 Iron should be on the ball of the foot. Iron or stirrup leather may not be connected by string or any other material 
to the girth.  

SHW618.5 Appropriate English attire must be worn. Clothes and person are to be neat and clean. The use of any type of 
artificial aid or magnetic device will result in a disqualification.  

SHW619. Class Procedure: Exhibitors may be worked individually from the gate or they may all enter at once, but a working 
order must be drawn regardless. The entire class, or only the finalists, must work at all three gaits at least one direction of 
the arena. Rail work can be used to break ties and possibly adjust placings.  
SHW619.1 A turn on the forehand to the right is accomplished by moving haunches to the left.  
SHW619.2 A forehand turn to the left is accomplished by moving haunches to the right.  
SHW619.3 If riders are asked to drop their irons, they can leave them down or cross them over the withers.  
SHW619.4 When performing a leg-yield, the horse should move forward and lateral in a diagonal direction with the horse’s 

body straight with a slight flexion of the head in the opposite direction of lateral movement. When a horse yields to the 
right, the head is slightly (just to see the eye of the horse) to the left. A horse yielding to the left, the head is slightly flexed 
to the right.  

SHW620. Individual works may be comprised of any of the following: Group #1 - Walk, Sitting Trot, Extended Trot, Posting 
Trot, Canter, Circles, Figure 8, Halt, Back, Sidepass, Address Reins, Demonstrate Change of Diagonal; Group #2 - 
Serpentine (Trot or Canter), Turn on Haunches or Forehand, Leg-Yield, Flying or Simple Change of Lead (A simple change 
of lead is performed by breaking to a walk or trot for 1 to 3 strides); or Group #3 - Canter and Hand Gallop in a straight or 
curved line, Counter-Canter Figure 8, Drop or Pick-up Irons without stopping.  
SHW620.1 THE WALK: Should be a four-beat gait with the rider in a vertical position with a following hand.  
SHW620.2 THE POSTING TROT: Figure 8 at trot, demonstrating change of diagonals. At left diagonal, rider should be 

sitting the saddle when left front leg is on the ground; at right diagonal, rider should be sitting the saddle when right front 
leg is on the ground; when circling clockwise at a trot, rider should be on left diagonal; when circling counter-clockwise, 
rider should be on right diagonal. The rider should close his/her hip angle to allow his/her torso to follow the horizontal 
motion of the horse. The upper body should be inclined about 20 degrees in front of the vertical.  

SHW620.3 SITTING TROT AND CANTER: At the sitting trot, the upper body is only slightly in front of the vertical. At the 
canter, the body should be positioned slightly more in front of the vertical. As the stride is shortened, the body should be in 
a slightly more erect position.  

SHW620.4 TWO-POINT POSITION: The pelvis should be forward, but relaxed, lifting the rider’s weight off the horse’s back 
and transferring the weight through the rider’s legs. In this position the two points of contact between horse and rider are 
the rider’s legs. Hands should be forward, up the neck, not resting on the neck.  

SHW620.5 HAND GALLOP: A three-beat, lengthened canter ridden in two-point position. The legs are on the horse’s sides 
while the seat is held out of the saddle. When at the hand gallop, the rider’s angulation will vary somewhat as the horse’s 
stride is shortened and lengthened. A good standard at a normal hand gallop should be about 30 degrees in front of the 
vertical.  

SHW621. SCORING: Exhibitors are to be scored from 0 to infinity, with 70 denoting an average performance. Patterns will 
be divided into 6 to 10 maneuvers, as specified by the judge, and each maneuver will be scored from plus 3 to minus 3 with 
1/2 point increments acceptable that will be added or subtracted from 70. Maneuver scores should be determined 
independent of penalties, and should reflect equal consideration of both performance of the exhibitor’s pattern and the 
horsemanship form and effectiveness of the exhibitor to result in the following scores: -3 extremely poor, -2 very poor, -1 
poor, 0 average or correct, +1 good, +2 very good, +3 excellent. Exhibitors overall horsemanship form and effectiveness 
should also be scored from 0 to 5 with 0 to 2 average, 3 good, 4 very good, 5 excellent. Exhibitors should also be judged on 
the rail, and their pattern score and/or ranking may be adjusted as appropriate.  
SHW621.2 Penalties. Maneuver evaluations and penalty applications are to be determined independently. The following 

penalties will be applied for each occurrence and will be deducted from the final score:  
SHW621.2.1 Three (3) points  

Break of gait at the walk or trot up to 2 strides  
Over or under turn from 1/8 to 1/4 turn  
Tick or hit of cone  
Obviously looking down to check leads or diagonals 
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           SHW621.2.2 Five (5) points  
Not performing the specific gait or not stopping within 10 feet (3 meters) of designated location  
Missing a diagonal up to 2 strides in the pattern or on the rail  
Incorrect lead or break of gait at the canter (except when correcting an incorrect lead)  
Complete loss of contact between rider’s hand and the horse’s mouth  
Break of gait at walk or trot for more than 2 strides  
Loss of iron Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical while the horse is in motion, showing the appear-

ance of intimidation  
SHW621.2.3 Ten (10) points  

Loss of rein  
Missing a diagonal for more than 2 strides in the pattern or on the rail  
Use of either hand to instill fear or praise while on pattern or during rail work  
Holding saddle with either hand  
Spurring or use of the of crop in front of girth  
Blatant disobedience including kicking, pawing, bucking, and rearing  

SHW621.2.4 Disqualifications (should not be placed)  
Failure by exhibitor to wear correct number in visible manner  
Willful abuse of horse or schooling  
Fall by horse or exhibitor  
Illegal use of hands on reins  
Use of prohibited equipment  
Off pattern, including: knocking over or wrong side of cone or marker; never performing designated gait, lead, or 

diagonal; over or under turning more than 1/4 turn  
SHW622. ROOKIE/LEVEL 1 CLASSES ONLY. Exhibitor going off pattern, knocking over or on wrong side of cone, never 
performing specified gait, lead or diagonal, or overturning more than 1/4 turn than designated, shall not be disqualified, but 
must always place below exhibitors not incurring a disqualifying fault. 
 
SHW625. HUNTER HACK.  
The purpose of hunter hack is to give horses and opportunity to show their expertise over low fences and on the flat. The 
hunter hack horse should move in the same style as a working hunter. The class will be judged on style over fences, even 
hunting pace, flat work, manners and way of going. The poll should be level with, or slightly above the withers, to allow 
proper impulsion behind. The head should not be carried behind the vertical, giving the appearance of intimidation, or be 
excessively nosed out, giving a resistant appearance.  
SHW625.1 Horses are first required to jump two fences, two feet three inches (69 cm) to three feet (91 cm). Show 

management has the option to allow a third fence, except in Rookie classes. However, if the jumps are set on a line, they 
are recommended to be in increments of 12 feet (3.5 meters) but adjusted to no less than two strides. A ground line is 
recommended for each jump.  

SHW625.2 Horses being considered for placing are then to be shown at a walk, trot and canter both ways of the ring with 
light contact.  

SHW625.3 At the discretion of the judge, contestants may be asked to hand gallop, pull up or back and stand quietly 
following the last fence.  

SHW625.4 When necessary to split large classes by running more than one go-round, finalists must both be re-jumped and 
reworked on the flat.  

SHW625.5 Placing for the class shall be determined by allowing a minimum of 70 percent for individual fence work and a 
maximum of 30 percent for work on the flat.  

SHW625.6 Faults over fences will be scored as in the working hunter class. Horses eliminated in the over-fence portion of 
the class shall be disqualified.  

SHW625.7 With the exception of eligibility requirements, heights of jumps and distances between jumps in a line, the same 
rules apply in rookie over fence events as apply in the corresponding over fence class.  
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SHW625.8 Fence Heights: Minimum height for rookie class must be a 2’ with maximum height of 2’3”. Due to low fence 
height in rookie over fence events it is recommended that the distance between fences be in 11 feet increments. Also 
recommended that the course not contain combinations such as one or two stride elements or oxers for use in Level 1 and 
rookie events.  

SHW626. Faults to be scored accordingly, but not necessarily cause disqualification during the rail work, include:  
Being on wrong lead and/or wrong diagonal at the trot  
Excessive speed (any gait)  
Excessive slowness (any gait)  
Breaking gait  
Failure to take gait when called  
Head carried too low or too high  
Nosing out or flexing behind the vertical  
Opening mouth excessively  
Stumbling  

SHW627. Faults which will be cause for disqualification, except in Level 1 amateur or Level 1 youth classes, which shall be 
faults, scored according to severity:  
Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical excessively and consistently while the horse is in motion, or other-
wise showing the appearance of intimidation. 
 
SHW601. HUNTER UNDER SADDLE.  
The purpose of the hunter under saddle horse is to present or exhibit a horse with a bright, alert expression, whose gaits 
show potential of being a working hunter. Therefore, its gait must be free-flowing, ground covering and athletic. Hunters 
under saddle should be suitable to purpose. Hunters should move with long, low strides reaching forward with ease and 
smoothness, be able to lengthen stride and cover ground with relaxed, free-flowing movement, while exhibiting correct gaits 
that are of the proper cadence. The quality of the movement and the consistency of the gaits is a major consideration. 
Horses should be obedient, have a bright expression with alert ears, and should respond willingly to the rider with light leg 
and hand contact. Horses should be responsive and smooth in transition. When asked to extend the trot or hand gallop, 
they should move out with the same flowing motion. The poll should be level with, or slightly above, the withers to allow 
proper impulsion behind. The head position should be slightly in front of, or on, the vertical.  
SHW601.1 This class will be judged on performance, condition and conformation. Maximum credit shall be given to the 

flowing, balanced, willing horse.  
SHW601.2 At the judge’s discretion, horses may be asked to change to canter from the flat-footed walk or trot. They may 

also be asked to lengthen their stride at the walk, trot or canter, one or both ways of the ring. An extension is an obvious 
lengthening of the stride with a slight increase of pace while exerting less effort and appears smooth to ride.  

SHW601.3 At the option of the judge, all or just the top 12 horses may be required to hand gallop, one or both ways of the 
ring. Never more than 12 horses to hand gallop at one time. At the hand gallop, the judge may ask the group to halt and 
stand quietly on a free rein (loosened rein).  

SHW602. Horses to be:  
SHW602.1 shown under saddle, not to jump.  
SHW602.2 shown at a walk, trot and canter both ways of the ring. Horses should back easily and stand quietly.   
SHW602.3 reversed to the inside away from the rail.  
SHW603. Faults scored according to severity:  

Quick, short or vertical strides  
Being on the wrong lead  
Breaking gait  
Excessive speed at any gait  
Excessive slowness in any gait, loss of forward momentum  
Failure to take the appropriate gait when called for  
Head carried too high  
Head carried too low (such that poll is below the withers)  
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Overflexing or straining neck in head carriage so the nose is carried behind the vertical  
Excessive nosing out  
Failure to maintain light contact with horse’s mouth  
Stumbling  
If a horse appears sullen, dull, lethargic, emaciated, drawn or overly tired  
Consistently showing too far off the rail  

SHW604. Faults which will be cause for disqualification, except in Level 1 amateur or Level 1 youth, which shall be faults 
scored according to severity:  
Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical excessively and consistently while the horse is in motion, or other-
wise showing the appearance of intimidation. 
 
SHW240. AMATEUR AND YOUTH SHOWING LEASED HORSES.  
Amateurs and youth may show leased horses subject to the following:  
SHW240.1 prior to the lessee (amateur or youth) showing the leased horse, AQHA must have received and recorded a 

showing lease form;  
SHW240.2 the lessee must be responsible for expenses associated with the care of the horse: boarding, feeding, routine 

farrier services and routine veterinary services;  
SHW240.3 during the term of the showing lease, only the lessee and lessee’s IMMEDIATE FAMILY may show the horse. 

The lessee’s trainer may also show the horse during the term, but only in open division classes. During the term of the 
lease, the horse may be shown by other eligible exhibitors in Open Division, Level 1 and/or rookie classes only;  

SHW240.4 the term of the lease must be for a minimum one year period, and the lease must be to an individual only. If the 
lease is terminated for any reason before the minimum one year period, the horse can only be shown in the Open 
Division, Level 1 classes and/or rookie classes until one year has passed since the original start date of the lease; except 
as provided by the International Lease for World Championship Show rules, or as follows;  
SHW240.4.1 A Show Lease may be terminated without show restrictions before the minimum one year requirement in the 

event of the death of the lessee or with a lease termination penalty of $1,000. Any points earned during the lease period 
will not count toward qualifying for any World Show or Year End Awards subsequent to termination of the lease.  

SHW240.5 only one showing lease at a time per horse will be recognized:  
SHW240.6 a showing lease does not grant a lessee or lessee’s agent authorization to sign breeder’s certificate(s), stallion 

breeding reports, transfers or registration applications for the horse;  
SHW240.7 during the term of a showing lease, subsequent changes in ownership will not be recorded until the showing 

lease is terminated;  
SHW240.8 if a lessee qualifies the horse for and intends to exhibit the horse at an AQHA World Show, a showing lease 
must be in effect and on file with AQHA at the time the lessee (a) enters the horse into the World Show and (b) exhibits the 
horse at the World Show. Subject to SHW240.4 should a showing lease expire prior to the above times, a new showing 
lease will be required. 
 
SHW245. LEVEL 1 ELIGIBILITY – Every person competing in Level 1 amateur or Level 1 youth class must possess 
an amateur or youth membership card.  
SHW.245.1 Level 1 eligibility point ranges will be established every year for each class. Class point ranges are based on the 

cumulative average of all Level 1 competitors, per class, during the three immediate previous (November 1-October 31) 
years. Level 1 eligibility point cap will be greater of 25 points or the 90th percentile. Level 1 eligibility point ranges and 
percentiles, per class can be found at aqha.com/leveling.  

SHW245.2 Level 1 points are not recorded on a horse’s performance record; points are recorded on the exhibitor.  
SHW245.3 When determining eligibility for a level in a particular class, an individual may not have exceeded the point cap 

described in SHW245.1 for that particular class. In addition, at the time of application for Level 1 an individual may not 
have:  

SHW245.3.1 earned a superior award within the past 10 years in a particular class in any equine organization or asso-
ciation with a membership of more than 7,500 members (including AQHA):  

SHW245.3.2 placed in the top 3 at any AQHA World Championship Show in a particular class;  
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SHW245.3.3 won a world, reserve world, national or reserve national championship title in a particular class (excluding 
Level 1 class) in any equine organization or association with a membership of more than 7,500 members;  

SHW245.3.4 won a total of $5,000 or more in cash with any equine organization or association by class including 
earnings reported by Q Data, Equistat and other verifiable resources;  

SHW245.3.5 competed on an NCEA equestrian team on a scholarship, or ride as a starting exhibitor, in a particular 
class.   

SHW245.4 Once an exhibitor is assigned a level for a given show year, they are eligible to compete in that level for the 
entire year.  

SHW245.5 Any individual who has been an accredited horse show judge or who has trained professionally will not be 
eligible to participate in Level 1 competition.  

SHW245.6 Points earned in Level 1 may not be used for any amateur or youth awards, or any World Championship Show 
qualification.  

SHW245.7 Applicants are responsible for verifying eligibility for any class/level regarding earned halter and performance 
points. Applicants may contact AQHA concerning halter and performance points that have been reported to AQHA and 
recorded in AQHA’s records.  

SHW245.8 Level 1 exhibitors, in Amateur or Youth, may participate on a non-owned horse in Level 1 Amateur or Youth 
classes. The recorded owner retains the ability to show the same horse in any class other than the same class as the 
Level 1 exhibitor. This option is not available to competitors at the top 10 show circuits. The top 10 show circuits can be 
found at aqha.com. They are determined by the number of entries in the previous year. For the top 10 shows (provided the 
show accepts permits), a Level 1 amateur or Level 1 youth member may apply for up to 10 permits allowing them to 
compete with one permit per show on a non-owned horse in Level 1 classes only. Points earned by Level 1, whether using 
permits or not, will count toward the point cap per class for Level 1 eligibility. Applications for permits shall be directed to 
the AQHA Competition Department on application forms provided by AQHA or an application may be filled out at an 
AQHA-approved show, and be granted as AQHA, in its sole discretion, determines. Exhibitors must have a current 
amateur or youth membership to participate. All Level 1 rules still apply whether using permits or not. 

SHW246 If an exhibitor wins a class at the Level 1 Championships, he/she is no longer eligible to compete in that class at 
any future Level 1 Championships; however, if an exhibitor is Level 1 eligible, he/she may continue to show in that class in 
Level 1 competition.  
SHW246.1 If an exhibitor has not reached any of the above achievements (SHW 245) but has pointed out of Level 1, the 
exhibitor can only return to Level 1 in that particular class if the exhibitor has not earned any points in that class for 10 
consecutive years and must meet eligibility requirements per SHW245.3. 
 
SHW250. LEVELING - YOUTH, AMATEUR, OPEN DIVISIONS 
Youth and amateur division classes will be based on the exhibitor’s show record. Open division classes, with the exception 
of cattle and halter classes, will be based on the horse’s record. Open division cattle and halter classes will be leveled by 
exhibitor record. Rookie eligibility for horse and exhibitor is based on lifetime points earned by class. Open Level 1 eligibility 
is based on lifetime points and money earned by class. Horse and rider eligibility, for all other levels, is calculated on a 
three-year cumulative time period of November 1 through October 31 to determine the horse and rider eligibility level(s) for 
the next competition year.  
SHW250.1 Classes based on exhibitor performance are those in the 1) amateur 2) youth and 3) open division halter and 
cattle only.  
SHW250.2 Classes based on horse performance are open division, excluding halter and cattle.  
SHW250.3 Exhibitors must designate which level they are entering. If no specific level is designated he/she will automati-

cally be placed in Level 3.  
SHW251. LEVEL ELIGIBILITY. Level eligibility will be effective January 1 of each year and the exhibitor or horse will remain 

eligible for that level for the entire calendar year, regardless of the number of points earned during the year.  
SHW251.1 Throughout the year, horses or exhibitors may show at a higher level than what they are eligible, but cannot 

show at a level below their eligible level.  
SHW251.2 Horses competing in open Level 1 (horse) classes may not have won $2,500 or more in any equine organization 

or association in that particular class, including earnings reported by Q Data, Equistat and other verifiable resources.  
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SHW251.3 A horse which points out of open Level 1 may continue to show in Level 1 for the for the remainder of the 
calendar year. After that calendar year, however, that horse may never return to Level 1.  

SHW251.4 Horses placing in the top ten in Level 3 classes at the open World Championship Show are no longer eligible for 
open Level 1 beginning the following year in that class.  

SHW251.5 Exhibitors placing in the top three in the Level 3 classes at the AQHYA, Select, or Open/Amateur World Shows, 
are no longer eligible for Level 1 beginning the following year and can never be eligible for Level 1 in that class.  

SHW251.6 Exhibitors and horses can return to Level 2 based on points earned during the calculation period (defined as 
previous 3 years from November 1 – October 31). However, the following prevent returning:  

SHW251.7 Horses in their first year of senior competition will automatically be eligible for Level 2 unless the horse places in 
the top two in a Level 3 class at the Open World Show. In this instance, the horse is not eligible for Level 2 for the 
subsequent five years in that class, regardless of points earned during the calculation period.  

SHW251.8 Horses placing in the top two in the Level 3 classes at the Open World Shows are not eligible for Level 2 for the 
subsequent five years in that class, regardless of points earned in the past three years.  

SHW251.9 Competitors placing in the top two in the Level 3 classes at the AQHYA, Open/Amateur or Select World Shows 
are not eligible for Level 2 for the subsequent five years in that class within that division, regardless of points earned in the 
past three years. 

SHW252. ROOKIE LEVEL. Rookie eligibility is based on lifetime achievement of exhibitor and horse.  
SHW252.1 For a horse and exhibitor to be eligible in a rookie level class, the exhibitor must have earned fewer than ten (10) 

lifetime points in that class in any division; open, amateur or youth. The exhibitor may also not have won $5,000 or more in 
any equine organization or association by class, including earnings reported by Q Data, Equistat and other verifiable 
resources. The horse must have earned fewer than fifty (50) lifetime points in that class in any division; open, amateur or 
youth. The horse may also not have won $1,000 or more in any equine organization or association by class, including 
earnings reported by Q Data, Equistat and other verifiable resources. The point and earnings limit does not apply to 
horses in over fence classes. Accuracy of eligibility is the responsibility of the exhibitor. Eligibility is from January 1 – 
December 31.  

SHW252.2 Notwithstanding the ownership requirements associated with competing in youth and amateur classes, own-
ership of the horse is not required to participate in rookie level classes. Multiple exhibitors, including the record owner, 
may show the same horse in any class at a show (assuming eligibility requirements for class are met), but not in the same 
rookie level class(es) at that particular show.  

SHW252.3 Youth and amateur rookie level performance classes can be run as stand-alone classes or concurrently with 
corresponding Level 1 classes. Open division rookie level performance classes can be run as stand-alone classes or 
concurrently with corresponding Level 1 classes. If an exhibitor is eligible to show in the rookie class and the 
corresponding Level 1 class, they may enter both classes.  

SHW252.4 Rookie level halter classes must be all-aged classes and must be held as stand-alone classes. Rookie level 
halter classes are not eligible for Grand and Reserve awards. 
 
SHW365. PERFORMANCE HALTER.  
The performance halter class is required in the open, amateur and youth divisions when halter classes are offered. Only an 
all-age class will be held. Separate classes will be held for stallions, mares and geldings in the open and amateur divisions. 
Separate classes will be held for mares and geldings in the youth division.  
SHW365.1 First and second place in the performance halter class will be eligible for Grand and Reserve in each sex 

division. The number of entries in the performance halter class count toward the total for each sex division in determining 
points for Grand and Reserve. First place performance horse will be named Champion Performance Halter in classes with 
five or more entries.  

SHW365.2 For purposes of this rule, the term “AQHA Performance Points” includes points earned in any class outlined in 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS other than halter and racing.  

SHW365.3 The following horses are the only horses eligible to compete in the performance halter class:  
SHW365.3.1 horses that have earned a Racing Register of Merit;  
SHW365.3.2 horses that have earned a Performance Register of Merit prior to January 1, 2010; and  
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SHW365.3.3 horses that earn a Performance Register of Merit after January 1, 2010 so long as their record reflects 
that they have earned at least 5 or more AQHA Performance Points during their career in competitions other than 
Showmanship at Halter. For example, a horse earned 6 Showmanship at Halter points and 4 Western Pleasure 
points for a total of 10 points to achieve the Performance Register of Merit. If the Performance Register of Merit was 
earned prior to January 1, 2010, the horse is eligible to compete in a performance halter class. However, if it was 
earned after January 1, 2010, the horse must earn one more AQHA Performance Point in a class other than 
Showmanship at Halter to be eligible to compete in a performance halter class.  

SHW365.4 For purposes of this rule, a Register of Merit or AQHA Performance Point is considered “earned” only after the 
Register of Merit or AQHA Performance Point has been officially recorded in AQHA’s records.  

SHW365.5 Proof that a horse meets the eligibility requirements specified above must be provided to show management.  
SHW365.6 The Register of Merit applies to the horse. If the horse is transferred, the horse is eligible to compete in perfor-

mance halter with the new owner so long as the horse meets the eligibility requirements specified above.  
SHW365.7 A horse may not show in the age division halter class and the performance halter class at the same show in a 
particular division. 
 
SHW802. REGISTERS OF MERIT - OPEN, AMATEUR, YOUTH DIVISION  
There are three Registers of Merit; racing, halter/performance halter, performance. Points earned in rookie and Level 1 
amateur and youth divisions do not apply toward registers of merit awards; however, points earned in Level 1 open divisions 
do apply toward a performance register of merit. A ROM is awarded when a horse:  
SHW802.1 Racing ROM: has received at least one official speed index rating of 80 or higher in racing. A racing ROM is 

based on speed index rating only and not racing points.  
SHW802.2 Performance ROM: in the open division, or an amateur or youth with any one horse in their respective division, 

has won at least 10 points in one or more events (other than halter, performance halter and racing). No horse can be 
advertised as Register of Merit in any specific performance class without having won at least five points in that specific 
class. Level 1 (open division only), Level 2 and Level 3 (all divisions) points count toward the performance ROM award.  

SHW802.3 Halter/Performance Halter ROM: won at least 10 points in halter/performance halter classes.  
SHW802.4 Youth and/or amateur register of merits do not qualify a horse for advancement. 
 
SHW260. POINTS.  
Points shall be awarded to qualifying 2-year-old and older horses entered and exhibited in AQHA-approved shows and 
performance events, and to yearlings entered and exhibited in their appropriate halter and showmanship classes only, 
according to the chart on the following page.  
SHW260.1 All AQHA-approved classes must meet minimum entry requirements to receive designated points.  
SHW260.2 In any performance class, points shall be awarded based on the total number of eligible horses actually judged 

in that class, whether or not an elimination was held. For example, if 45 horses were entered and exhibited in an 
elimination, points would be based on 45 entries, even though entry fees may have been returned on horses which were 
worked and eliminated.  

SHW260.3 No class of less than three horses shall receive points, but all classes shall be judged.  
SHW260.4 Points awarded in amateur or youth classes will be designated as such and not be considered for any other 

AQHA designation, award, registry or title.  
SHW260.5 Points earned in rookie or Level 1 classes do not count toward World Show qualification.  
SHW260.6 Points earned in Amateur, Youth and Open Levels 2 and 3 will count toward World Show qualification.  
SHW260.7 Points in the amateur and youth divisions are to be compiled on a one horse - one exhibitor basis and will count 

toward any award so long as the amateur or youth ownership requirements are met as outlined. In the event the horse is 
sold, a new start will be made by the new exhibitor, except when a horse is repurchased or otherwise reacquired by the 
seller, in which event previously earned points will be reinstated, except for World Show qualification.  

SHW260.8 The Grand Champion of sex divisions with three or more entries will receive one-half point more than any other 
entry one year old and older. In sex divisions with five or more entries, the Grand Champion will receive one point more 
than any other entry one year old or older except the Reserve Champion. If necessary, additional points will be added to 
points the Grand Champion won in its age class to give it this total. AQHA will note the awarding of Grand Champion 
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stallion, mare or gelding on the horse’s performance record only when at least three horses of any age are exhibited in the 
sex division. i.e. if the Grand Champion Stallion received three points for being first in its class, and the first-place stallion 
in another class also received three points, the Grand Champion Stallion will be given one point more so it will have a 
point more than any other horse of its sex division.  

SHW260.8.1 If the Grand Champion Stallion received three points for being first in its class, and no other stallion 
received more than two points in its class, no additional points will be awarded to the Grand Champion Stallion.  

SHW260.8.2 The Reserve Champion of sex divisions with three or four entries will receive as many points as any other 
horse one year old and older in its sex division except the Grand Champion. In sex divisions with five or more entries, 
the Reserve Champion will receive one-half point more than any other entry one year old and older in its sex division 
except the Grand Champion. If necessary, additional points will be added to points the Reserve Champion won in its 
age class to give it this total. i.e. if the Reserve Champion Stallion received two points in its class and another stallion, 
which was not the Grand Champion Stallion, received three points in its class, the Reserve Champion Stallion will be 
given 1 1/2 points more so it will have one-half point more than any other horse in its sex division except the Grand 
Champion Stallion.   

SHW260.8.3 If the Reserve Champion Stallion received two points in its class and no other stallion (except the Grand 
Champion Stallion) received more than 1 1/2 points, no additional points will be awarded to the Reserve Champion 
Stallion. 

SHW261. POINTS CHART 
No. of entries in class 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th  
3-4  1/2  
5-9  1 - 1/2  
10-14  2 - 1 - 1/2  
15-19  3 - 2 - 1 - 1/2  
20-24  4 - 3 - 2 - 1 - 1/2  
25-29  5 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 1 - 1/2  
30-34  6 - 5 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 1 - 1/2  
35-39  7 - 6 - 5 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 1 - 1/2  
40-44  8 - 7 - 6 - 5 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 1 - 1/2  
45+ 9 - 8 - 7 - 6 - 5 - 4 - 3 - 2 - 1 - ½ 
 
VIO300. PROHIBITED MEDICATION, DRUG, SUBSTANCE.  
No person shall cause to be administered internally or externally to a horse, either before or during an approved event, any 
medication, drug, or substance which could affect its performance or appearance at that event, except for those 
conditionally permitted therapeutic medications, the use of which is specifically provided for in the therapeutic medication 
addendum and not otherwise prohibited by governmental regulations. VIO301. Upon discovery of administration of such 
prohibited medication, drug or substance, show management shall immediately report the matter to AQHA. Any substance, 
administered internally or externally, whether drugs or otherwise, or action which may interfere with the testing procedure or 
mask or screen the presence of a prohibited medication, drug or substance is forbidden. 
VIO302. It is presumed the sample of urine, blood, saliva, hair or other substance tested by the approved laboratory is the 
one taken from the horse in question, its integrity is preserved, and that all procedures of such collection and preservation, 
transfer to the laboratory, and analysis of the sample are correct and accurate, and the report received from the laboratory 
pertains to the sample taken from the horse in question and correctly reflects the condition of the horse during the show in 
which it was entered, with the burden on the exhibitor or other Responsible Party to prove otherwise at any hearing in 
regard to the matter conducted by AQHA.  
VIO303. If the laboratory report on the chemical analysis of urine, blood, saliva or other sample taken from the horse 
indicates the presence of a prohibited medication, drug or substance, this shall be taken as prima facie evidence such 
prohibited medication, drug or substance has been administered to the horse either internally or externally. 
VIO304. The Responsible Party is eligible for disciplinary sanctions, whether or not they had actual knowledge of the 
presence of a prohibited medication, drug or substance, directly participated in the administration thereof, innocently 
miscalculated its retention time in the horse’s system, or any other reason for which its presence is established. 
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VIO305. Presence of a prohibited medication, drug or substance in a horse participating in an AQHA-approved event shall 
be grounds for the Executive Committee to take the following action if it is determined that the use of said medication, drug 
or substance was not within the guidelines set forth in the Therapeutic Medication Addendum: 
VIO305.1 disqualify the horse from all classes in which it participates at the show; 
VIO305.2 bar the horse from participation in further AQHA-approved events or shows for such period as determined 
appropriate, and, upon request, the owner shall deliver the horse’s registration certificate to AQHA to either be held during 
the period of the horse’s suspension from participation or for purposes of AQHA to prominently notate the horse’s ineligibility 
to participate in AQHA-approved events on the face of the registration certificate. Although ownership of such horse may, 
thereafter, be transferred to another party, the transfer of ownership will not dissolve or shorten the terms of a 
suspension/ineligibility to participate; and 
VIO305.3 discipline the Responsible Party(ies) under AQHA’s general disciplinary procedure or offer an administrative 
penalty as determined appropriate by the Executive Committee. 
VIO305.4 Pending final hearing by the Executive Committee or such other appropriate hearing committee, the Executive 
Vice President may, by giving written notice of its action to the owner of record at his current address as shown on AQHA 
records, temporarily suspend such horse from further participation in an AQHA-approved event or show. 
VIO320. PROHIBITED SURGICAL PROCEDURE, MECHANICAL DEVICE OR ARTIFICIAL APPLIANCE.  
Any surgical procedure, mechanical device or artificial appliance that could affect a horse’s performance or alter its natural 
conformation or appearance is prohibited unless it meets one of the following exceptions:  
VIO320.1 surgical procedures performed by a duly licensed veterinarian for the sole purpose of protecting the health of the 
horse;  
VIO320.2 use of a pacemaker or prosthetic eye if the owner files a written request for permission and requests it be 
reviewed and considered by AQHA’s Executive Committee (approval, if granted, will be noted on the horse’s registration 
certificate); 
VIO320.3 tails lengthened by hair to hair attachment only with no attachments of any kind to the tailbone. The use of 
weighted tails is legal; orVIO320.4 earplugs or cotton in the horse’s ears. 
VIO321. Upon discovery of the existence of prohibited surgery, mechanical device or artificial appliance, show management 
shall immediately report the matter to AQHA. 
VIO322. The Responsible Party is eligible for disciplinary sanctions, whether or not they had actual knowledge of the 
surgical procedure, mechanical device or artificial appliance, or directly authorized the surgical procedure or administration 
of prohibited devices. Purchase, and subsequent exhibition of a horse with such condition in an AQHA- approved show 
makes an individual a Responsible Party under this rule. Violation of this rule is grounds for the Executive Committee, or an 
appropriate committee of AQHA, to take disciplinary action according to AQHA’s disciplinary procedures. 
VIO330. ALTERATION OF TAIL FUNCTION.  
For the purpose of this rule, normal tail function is defined as “being able to raise the tail to or above the horizontal plane.” A 
horse’s inability to raise its tail to or above the horizontal plane in response to a tail test conducted on-site by an AQHA-
approved veterinarian shall be considered a violation of this rule. An AQHA-approved veterinarian may examine any 
registered American Quarter Horse for an altered tail if entered in any event held in conjunction with an AQHA-approved 
show, whether or not said event is approved by AQHA. 
VIO330.1 The above prohibition includes application or administration of any drug, chemical, foreign substance, surgical 
procedure, or trauma, accidental or intentional (as to trauma, this prohibition applies to horses foaled after January 1, 1990), 
which results in, or could result in, alteration of normal tail function, carriage, conformation or overall appearance of the 
horse. 
VIO331. The Responsible Party is eligible for disciplinary sanctions, whether or not they had actual knowledge of the 
trauma, authorized the surgical procedure or directly participated in the administration of any drug, chemical or foreign 
substance that altered normal tail function. Purchase and subsequent exhibition of a horse with such condition in an 
approved show makes an individual a Responsible Party under this rule. Violation of this rule is grounds for the Executive 
Committee, or an appropriate committee of AQHA, to take disciplinary actions according to AQHA’s disciplinary procedures.  
VIO332. If, upon examination by AQHA or show representative (after obtaining prior AQHA authorization), a horse’s tail 
function or appearance is found to be abnormal, the horse shall be immediately reported to AQHA. Upon written notification 
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to the owner by AQHA, the horse’s participation privileges in AQHA-approved events may be temporarily suspended 
pending hearing. 
VIO333. A horse found to have abnormal tail function or appearance may have its participation privileges reinstated if, upon 
examination by AQHA’s approved veterinarians, the tail is found to be normal in both appearance and function. Unless 
otherwise specified herein, a minimum of one year from the time of suspension of privileges must elapse before the horse is 
eligible for re-examination at the owner’s expense. After such examination, participation privileges of the horse will remain 
suspended until reconsideration by the Executive Committee or any appropriate committee of AQHA, which the owner must 
request in writing. The owner shall have the burden of persuasion to prove normal tail function and appearance. 
VIO334. In the case of trauma to a horse’s tail which does alter or could result in alteration of tail function, to shorten the 
stipulated one-year period prior to consideration for reinstatement provided above, the owner shall file a written report 
concerning the injury and its circumstance with AQHA within 30 days of the occurrence.  
VIO334.1 Upon receipt of this report, at the owner’s expense, AQHA may require a veterinarian examination that becomes 
a part of the horse’s file. The veterinarian must be approved by AQHA. 
VIO334.2 Within one year from the filing date by the owner of the trauma report, if the Executive Committee has, in the 
meantime, barred the horse from participation in AQHA-approved events, or if an owner’s report has been filed, after one 
year from the date of Executive Committee action barring the horse, the owner may request, in writing, a re-examination of 
the horse and rehearing before the Executive Committee for a determination as to whether the horse’s tail function, 
carriage, conformation and overall appearance is normal. If the Executive Committee’s determination is adverse, the owner 
may repeat his request for reinstatement at the expiration of one year from the date of the latest hearing. The owner shall 
have the burden of persuasion to prove normal tail function and appearance. 
 
SHW416. RANCH RIDING.  
The purpose of the ranch riding class is to measure the ability of the horse to be a pleasure to ride while being used as a 
means of conveyance from performing one ranch task to another. The horse should reflect the versatility, attitude and 
movement of a working ranch horse riding outside the confines of an arena. The horse should be well-trained, relaxed, 
quiet, soft and cadenced at all gaits. The ideal ranch horse will travel with forward movement and demonstrate an obvious 
lengthening of stride at extended gaits. The horse can be ridden with light contact or on a relatively loose rein without 
requiring undue restraint, but not shown on a full drape of reins. The overall manners and responsiveness of the ranch 
riding horse to make timely transitions in a smooth and correct manner, as well as the quality of the movement are of 
primary considerations. The ideal ranch riding horse should have a natural ranch horse appearance from head to tail in 
each maneuver.  
SHW416.1 For horses three years of age and older, offered as a Level 1, junior, senior or all-age open division class, and 

as a Level 1 youth, 13 & under, 14-18, or all-age youth division class, and as a Level 1 amateur, Level 1 select, select, or 
all-age amateur division class.  

SHW416.2 No horse may cross enter a western pleasure or walk/trot western pleasure and ranch riding class at the 
same show regardless of division (youth, amateur, select or open). Show management may run AQHA ranch 
riding and VRH ranch riding concurrently if held within a full versatility ranch horse show. If held concurrently, 
AQHA ranch riding rules (SHW416- 419.8) will apply.  

SHW417. Class requirements:  
SHW417.1 Each horse will work individually. Horses will be scored on the basis of 0 to 100, with 70 denoting an average 

performance. Each maneuver will receive a score that should be added or subtracted from 70 and is subject to a penalty 
that should be subtracted. Each maneuver will be scored on the following basis, ranging from plus 1 1/2 to minus 1 1/2.: -1 
1/2 extremely poor, -1 very poor, -1/2 poor, 0 correct, +1/2 good, + 1 very good, + 1 1/2 excellent. Maneuver scores are to 
be determined and assessed independently of penalty points.  

SHW417.2 One of the 15 approved patterns must be used. 
SHW417.3 The overall cadence and performance of the gaits should be as those described in GAITS, (SHW334 Ranch 

Riding) with an emphasis on forward movement, free-flowing, and ground covering for all gaits. Transitions should be 
performed where designated, with smoothness and responsiveness.  

SHW417.4 No time limit.  
SHW417.5 The use of natural logs is encouraged.  
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SHW417.6 Posting at the extended trot is acceptable.  
SHW417.7 Touching or holding the saddle horn is acceptable. 
SHW418. Ranch Riding Apparel and Equipment  
SHW418.1 No hoof polish.  
SHW418.2 No braided or banded manes/tails or tail extensions.  
SHW418.3 Trimming inside ears is discouraged.  
SHW418.4 Trimming bridle path is allowed, also trimming of fetlocks or excessive (long) facial hair.  
SHW418.5 Equipment with silver should not count over a good working outfit. Excessive silver on bridles and saddles is 

discouraged.  
SHW418.6 It is suggested competitors use a breast collar and a rear cinch.  
SHW418.7 When exhibiting in a snaffle bit or hackamore, an exhibitor may switch between two hands and one hand on the 

reins at any time. 
SHW419. Ranch Riding Penalties. Maneuver evaluations and penalty applications are to be determined independently. The 
following penalties will be applied to each occurrence and be deducted from the final score:  
SHW419.1 One (1) point 

Too slow (per gait)  
Over-bridled (per maneuver)  
Out of frame (per maneuver)  
Break of gait at walk or trot for 2 strides or less  

SHW419.2 Three (3) point  
Break of gait at walk or trot for more than 2 strides  
Break of gait at lope, except when correcting an incorrect lead 
Wrong lead or out of lead  
Draped reins (per maneuver)  
Out of lead or cross-cantering more than two strides when changing leads  
Trotting more than three strides when making a simple lead change  
Severe disturbance of any obstacle  

SHW419.3 Five (5) point  
Blatant disobedience (kick, bite, buck, rear, etc.) for each refusal  

SHW419.4 Ten (10) point  
Unnatural ranch horse appearance (Horse’s tail is obvious and consistently carried in an unnatural manner in every 

maneuver)  
SHW419.5 Off Pattern (OP) Placed below horses performing all maneuvers  

Eliminates or adds maneuver  
Incomplete maneuver  
Repeated blatant disobedience 

Use of two hands (except junior and Level 1 horses shown in a snaffle bit/hackamore), more than one finger between split 
reins or any fingers between romal reins (except in the two rein)  
SHW419.6 Zero (0) score  

Illegal equipment including hoof black, braided or banded manes, or tail extensions  
Willful abuse  

SHW419.7 No specific penalties will be incurred for nicks/hits on logs but deduction may be made in maneuver score.  
SHW419.8 No specific penalties will be incurred for over/ under spins but deduction may be made in maneuver score.  
 
SHW420. RANCH TRAIL  
This class should test the horse’s ability to cope with situations encountered while being ridden through a pattern of 
obstacles generally found during the course of everyday ranch work. The horse/rider team is judged on the correctness, 
efficiency, and pattern accuracy with which the obstacles are negotiated, and the attitude and mannerisms exhibited by the 
horse. Judging emphasis is on identifying the well broke, responsive, and well-mannered horse which can correctly navigate 
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and negotiate the course. The ideal ranch trail horse should have a natural ranch horse appearance from head to tail in 
each maneuver.  
SHW420.1 No horse may cross enter Trail and Ranch Trail or Trail and Versatility Ranch Horse Trail, regardless of 

division.  
SHW420.2 No horse may cross enter a trail class or walk/trot trail class and ranch trail at the same show regardless 

of division (youth, amateur, select or open). Show management may run AQHA ranch trail and versatility ranch 
horse ranch trail concurrently if held within a full versatility ranch horse show. If held concurrently, AQHA ranch 
trail rules (SHW420-SHW422) will apply.  

SHW421. CLASS REQUIREMENTS/PROCEDURES:  
SHW421.1 The ranch trail course will include no less than six and no more than nine obstacles. It is mandatory that the 

horse be asked to walk, trot and lope during the course. Walk can be part of obstacle score or be scored with the 
approaching obstacle. Trot must be at least 35 feet and score with approaching obstacle. Lope must be lead-specific, at 
least 50 feet and score with approaching obstacle. Care must be exercised to avoid setting up any obstacles that may be 
hazardous to the horse or rider.  

SHW421.2 When setting courses, management will be mindful that the idea is not to trap a horse/rider team or eliminate it 
by making an obstacle too difficult. All courses and obstacles are to be constructed with safety in mind so as to reduce the 
risk for accidents. Show committee shall have the option of setting up the trail course to best fit the arena conditions. An 
outdoor course is recommended if appropriate terrain is available. Each single-performance event can be time consuming, 
especially with large classes, so it is imperative that time restrictions are placed on this class. The show committee, either 
through a pilot run or estimation, shall select a course that has a continuous and positive flow that can be negotiated in 
four minutes or less.  

SHW421.3 Judges must walk the course and have the right and duty to alter the course if it is not in keeping with the intent 
of the class. Judges may remove or change any obstacles they deem unsafe, non-negotiable or unnecessarily difficult. 
Any time a trail obstacle becomes unsafe during a class, it shall be repaired or removed from the course. If the course 
cannot be repaired and some horses have completed the course, the score for that obstacle shall be deducted from all 
previous draws in that class.  

SHW421.4 The course must be designed using the mandatory obstacles and maneuvers plus optional obstacles. 
Combining two or more of the obstacles is acceptable.  

SHW421.5 PROHIBITED OBSTACLES: Tarps, water obstacles with slick bottoms, PVC pipe used as a jump or walk over, 
tires, rocking or moving bridges, logs elevated in a manner that permits such to roll in a dangerous manner.  

SHW421.6 MANDATORY OBSTACLES AND MANUEVERS.  
1. Ride over obstacles on the ground (usually logs). Walk, trot or lope may be used but only one gait is required. - Walk-

overs: Walk over no more than five logs no more than 10 inches high and spacing between 26 – 30 inches. The 
formation may be straight, curved, zigzagged or raised. - Trot-overs: Trot over no more than five logs no more than 10 
inches high. The space between logs or poles should be 36-42 inches. The formation can also be straight, curved, 
zigzagged or raised. - Lope-overs: Lope over no more than five logs no more than 10 inches high. The space between 
logs should be 6 to 7 feet. The formation can also be straight, curved, zigzagged or raised.  

2. Opening, passing through and closing a hinged swinging gate (not a rope gate): Use gate that will not endanger horse 
or rider and requires minimum side-passing.  

3. Ride over wooden bridge: Bridge should be sturdy, safe and negotiated at a walk only. Heavy plywood lying flat on the 
ground is an acceptable simulation of a bridge. Suggested minimum width shall be 36 inches wide and at least 6 feet 
long.  

4. Backing obstacles: Backing obstacles are to be spaced at a minimum of 28 inches. If elevated, 30 inch spacing is 
required. Back through and around at least three makers. Back through L, V, U or straight or similarly shaped course 
which may be elevated no more than 24 inches.  

5. Side-pass obstacle: Any object which is safe and of any length may be used to demonstrate responsiveness of the 
horse to leg signals. Raised side pass obstacles should not exceed 12 inches.  

6. Drag an object: For open and amateur classes ONLY. The drag is not to be used in youth classes. Drag may be a 
complete figure eight and may begin in either direction. The exhibitor must have the rope dallied on the saddle horn 
(half or full dally) for the duration of the drag.  
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SHW421.7 OPTIONAL OBSTACLES. Optional obstacles may be used provided the obstacles can be found in everyday 

ranch work. Optional obstacles from which selections can be made include, but are not limited to:  
- A jump obstacle whose center height is not less than 14 inches high or more that 25 inches high. Holding the 

saddle horn is permissible for this obstacle  
- Only live or stuffed animals which would normally be encountered in an outdoor setting may be used but not to be 

used in an attempt to spook a horse.  
- Carry object from one part of the arena to another.  
- Remove and replace materials from a mailbox.  
- Trot through cones spaced a minimum of 6 feet apart.  
- Cross natural ditches or ride up embankments.  
- Swing rope or throw rope at a dummy steer head.  
- Step in and out of obstacle.  
- Put on slicker or coat.  
- Stand to mount with mounting block.  
- Walk through water obstacle.  
- Open gate on foot.  
- Pick up feet.  
- Walk through brush.  
- Ground tie (hobbles are allowed).  
- Lead at the trot.  

SHW421.8 At show management option the competition trail course may be made available to exhibitors or posted prior to 
the day of competition. It must be posted at least one hour prior to competition. Printed handouts for exhibitors are helpful 
and encouraged.  

SHW422 CREDITS AND PENALTIES. All runs begin upon entering the area of competition and any infractions are subject 
to penalty at that time (such as two hands on the reins, using either hand to instill fear or praise, etc.). The rider has the 
option of eliminating any obstacle, however this will result in being off pattern (OP) and the horse/rider team may not place 
above others who have completed the pattern correctly. A judge may ask a horse to pass on an obstacle after three refusals 
or at any time for safety concerns.  
SHW422.1 Credit is given to horse/rider teams who negotiate the obstacles correctly and efficiently. Horses should receive 

credit for showing attentiveness to obstacles and ability to negotiate through the course when the obstacles warrant it 
while willingly responding to rider’s cues on more difficult obstacles. Quality of movement and cadence should be 
considered part of the maneuver score for the obstacle. Maneuver evaluations and penalty applications are to be 
determined independently. The following penalties will be applied to each occurrence and be deducted from the final 
score:  

SHW422.2 One (1) point  
over-bridled (per maneuver)  
out of frame (per maneuver)  
each hit, bite or stepping on a log, cone plant or any component of the obstacle  
incorrect or break of gait at walk or trot for two (2) strides or less  
both front or hind feet in a single-stride slot or space at a walk or trot  
skipping over or failing to step into required space  
split pole in lope-over  
incorrect number of strides, if specified  
one to two steps on mount/dismount or ground tie except shifting to balance  

SHW422.3 Three (3) points  
wrong lead or out of lead 
draped reins  
break of gait at lope, except when correcting an incorrect lead  
break of gait at walk or trot for more than two (2) strides  
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three to four steps on mount/dismount on ground tie  
SHW422.4 Five (5) points  

spurring in front of cinch  
blatant disobedience  
use of either hand to instill fear/praise  
knocking over, stepping out of, or falling off an obstacle  
dropping an object required to be carried  
1st or 2nd cumulative refusal  
letting go of gate  
five or more steps on mount/dismount or ground tie  

SHW422.5 Ten (10) points  
Unnatural ranch horse appearance (Horse’s tail is obvious and consistently carried in an unnatural manner in every 
maneuver)  

SHW422.6 Off-Pattern (OP) - exhibitors cannot place above others who complete pattern correctly  
incomplete maneuver  
eliminating or adding a maneuver  
3rd refusal  
repeated blatant disobedience, and failure to dally and remain dallied  
use of two hands (except junior shown in a snaffle bit/hackamore), more than one finger  
between split reins or any fingers between romal reins (except in the two-rein)  
failure to open and shut gate, or failure to complete gate  

SHW422.7 Disqualified 0 – Score  
lameness  
abuse  
leaving working area before pattern is complete  
illegal equipment  
disrespect or misconduct  
improper western attire  

fall of horse/rider 
 
SHW480. REINING.  
Reining is a judged event designed to show the athletic ability of a ranch type horse in the confines of a show arena. In 
reining competition, contestants are required to run one of several approved patterns. Each pattern includes small slow 
circles, large fast circles, flying lead changes, rollbacks over the hocks, a series of 360 degree spins done in place, and the 
exciting sliding stops that are the hallmark of the reining horse. To rein a horse is not only to guide him, but also to control 
his every movement. The best reined horse should be willingly guided or controlled with little or no apparent resistance and 
dictated to completely. Any movement on his own must be considered a lack of control. Any one of the 18 approved reining 
patterns may be used and is to be selected by the judge of the class and used by all contestants in the class. Each 
contestant will perform the required pattern individually and separately. All horses will be judged immediately upon entering 
the arena. Any fault incurred prior to the commencement of a pattern will be scored accordingly. All deviations from the 
exact written pattern must be considered a lack of or temporary loss of control, and therefore faulted according to severity of 
deviation. Credit will be given for smoothness, finesse, attitude, quickness and authority in performing the various maneu-
vers while using controlled speed.  
SHW481. SCORING. Scoring will be on the basis of 0 to infinity, with 70 denoting an average performance. Points will be 
added or subtracted from the maneuvers on the following basis, ranging from plus 1 1/2 to minus 1 1/2: -1 1/2 extremely 
poor, -1 very poor, -1/2 poor, 0 average, +1/2 good, +1 very good, +1 1/2 excellent. Maneuver scores are to be determined 
independently of penalty points.  
SHW481.1 No horse may cross enter Reining and Versatility Ranch Horse Reining regardless of division.  
SHW482. The following will result in no score:  
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Abuse of an animal in the show arena and/or evidence that an act of abuse has occurred prior to or during the exhibi-
tion of a horse in competition;  

Use of illegal equipment, including wire on bits, bosals or curb chains;  
Use of illegal bits, bosals or curb chains; when using a snaffle bit, optional curb strap is acceptable; however, curb 

chains are not acceptable.  
Use of tack collars, tie downs or nose bands;  
Use of whips or bats;  
Use of any attachment which alters the movement of or circulation to the tail;  
Failure to dismount and/or present horse and equipment to the appropriate judge for inspection;  
Disrespect or misconduct by the exhibitor;  
Closed reins are not allowed except as standard romal reins and mecates on bosals in classes where the use of two 

hands is allowed.  
Excess rein may be straightened anytime during the pattern, provided the rider’s free hand remains behind the rein 

hand. Any attempt to alter tension or length of the reins from bridle to the rein hand is to be considered use of two 
hands a penalty score of zero will be applied. In addition, should the judge determine the free hand is being used to 
instill fear or praise, a penalty five will be applied, and a reduction in the maneuver score.  

SHW482.1 The following will result in a score of 0:  
Use of more than index or first finger between reins;  
Use of two hands (exception in junior, snaffle bit, or hackamore classes designated for two hands) or changing hands;  
Use of romal other than as outlined in WESTERN EQUIPMENT;  
Failure to complete pattern as written:  
Performing the maneuvers other than in specified order or exceeding greater than one quarter of the circle out of order;  
The inclusion of maneuvers not specified, including, but not limited to: 
Backing more than two (2) strides;  
Turning more than ninety (90) degrees;  
On run in patterns, once beginning a lope, a complete stop prior to reaching the first marker. (Exception: a complete 

stop in the 1st quarter (1 ⁄4) of a circle after a lope departure is not to be considered an inclusion of maneuver; a two 
(2) point break of gait penalty will apply.) 

Equipment failure that delays completion of pattern; including dropping a rein that contacts the ground while horse is in 
motion;  

Balking or refusal of command where performance is delayed; 
Running away or failing to guide where it becomes impossible to discern whether the entry is on pattern;  
Jogging in excess of one-half circle or one-half the length of the arena;  
Overspins of more than 1/4 turn;  
Fall to the ground by horse or rider;  
When going to and coming out of a rollback in a pattern requiring a run-around, a rollback that crosses the center line;  

SHW483. Neither a no score nor a 0 is eligible to place in a go round or class single go around class, but a 0 may advance 
in a multi-go event while a no score may not. 
SHW484. The following will result in a reduction of five points:  

Spurring in front of cinch;  
Use of either hand to instill fear or praise;  
Holding saddle with either hand;  
Blatant disobediences including kicking, biting, bucking, rearing and striking; 
Horse dropping to its knees or hocks.  

SHW485. The following will result in a reduction of two points:  
Break of gait;  
Freeze up in spins or rollbacks;  
On walk-in patterns, loping prior to reaching the center of the arena and/or failure to stop or walk before executing a 

lope departure;  
On run-in patterns, failure to be in a lope prior to the first marker or break of gait prior to the first marker; 
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If a horse does not completely pass the specified marker before initiating a stop position. 
SHW486. Starting or performing circles or eights out of lead will be judged as follows:  
SHW486.1 Each time a horse is out of lead, a judge is required to penalize by one point. The penalty for being out of lead is 

cumulative and the judge will deduct one penalty point for each one quarter (1/4) of the circumference of a circle or any 
part thereof that a horse is out of lead. A judge is required to penalize a horse 1/2 point for a delayed change of lead by 
one stride where the lead change is required by the pattern description.  

SHW486.2 Deduct 1/2 point for starting circle at a jog or exiting rollbacks at a jog up to two strides. Jogging beyond two 
strides, but less than 1/2 circle or 1/2 the length of the arena, deduct two points.  

SHW486.3 Deduct 1/2 point for over or under spinning up to 1/8 of a turn; deduct one point for over or under spinning 1/8 to 
1/4 turn. A horse can only be assessed one over or under spin penalty per maneuver.  

SHW486.4 A 1/2 point penalty deduction will be given for failure to remain a minimum of 20 feet (6 meters) from the side of 
the arena when approaching a stop and/or rollback. 

SHW487. In patterns requiring a run-around, failure to be on the correct lead when rounding the end of the arena will be 
penalized as follows:  

From the turn to the half-way position at end wall, one (1) point 
Beyond the half-way point to the beginning of the run down, two (2) points  

SHW487.1 In a pattern requiring a run-around, there will be a one half (1/2) point penalty for failure to remain a minimum of 
10 feet from either side of the center of the arena; for small arenas it will be at the judge’s discretion.  

SHW487.2 A horse which severely stumbles, significantly detracting from the maneuver shall have the maneuver reduced 
by one half (1/2) point. 

SHW488. Faults against the horse to be scored accordingly, but not to cause disqualification: 
Opening mouth excessively when wearing bit;  
Excessive jawing, opening mouth or head raising on stop; 
Lack of smooth, straight stop on haunches-bouncing or sideways stop; 
Refusing to change leads; 
Anticipating signals; 
Stumbling; 
Backing sideways; 
Knocking over markers. 

SHW489. A show may have up to three approved reining classes and no horse may be entered in both junior bit and 
hackamore/snaffle bit reining classes at the same show.  
SHW489.1 If three reining classes are to be held at a show, they shall be the following: 

SHW489.1.1 Senior reining shown with bit; 
SHW489.1.2 Junior reining shown with bit; 
SHW489.1.3 Hackamore/snaffle bit reining (5 years old and younger, shown with hackamore or snaffle bit)  

SHW489.2 If two reining classes are to be held at a show, they shall be the following: 
SHW489.2.1 Senior reining shown with bit; 
SHW489.2.2 Junior reining shown with either bit, hackamore or snaffle bit at the discretion of the exhibitor.  

SHW489.3 If only one reining class is to be held at a show, it shall be reining - all ages - horses 6 years old and older must 
be shown in bit; horses 5 years old and younger may be shown in either bit, hackamore or snaffle bit at the discretion of the 
exhibitor. 
 
SHW370. SHOWMANSHIP AT HALTER.  
Available only in the amateur and youth divisions, showmanship is designed to evaluate the exhibitor’s ability to execute, in 
concert with a well groomed and conditioned horse, a set of maneuvers prescribed by the judge with precision and 
smoothness while exhibiting poise and confidence, and maintaining a balanced, functional and fundamentally correct body 
position.  
SHW370.1 It is mandatory that the judge post the initial pattern to be worked at least one hour prior to the commencement 

of the class; however, if the judge requires additional work of exhibitors for consideration of final placing, an additional pat-
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tern may be posted. Pattern(s) should be designed to test the showman’s ability to effectively present a horse to the judge. 
All ties will be broken at the judge’s discretion. 

SHW371. CLASS PROCEDURES: All exhibitors may enter the ring and then work individually or each exhibitor may be 
worked from the gate individually. When exhibitors are worked individually from the gate, a working order is required. The 
following maneuvers are considered acceptable: lead the horse at a walk, jog, trot or extended trot, or back in a straight or 
curved line, or a combination of straight and curved lines; stop; and turn 90 (1/4), 180 (1/2), 270 (3/4), 360 (full turn) degrees 
or any combination or multiple of these turns. The pull turn is an unacceptable maneuver. The judge must have exhibitors 
set the horse up squarely for inspection sometime during the class. 
SHW372. Showmanship whips (dressage whips etc.), war bridles or like devices or any type of wire or rope over a horse’s 
head are not permitted for showmanship purposes.  
SHW372.1 A minimum gauge link of 4.0 mm is required. 
SHW373. SCORING: Exhibitors are to be scored from 0 to infinity, with 70 denoting an average performance. Patterns will 
be divided into 6 to 10 maneuvers, as specified by the judge, and each maneuver will be scored from plus 3 to minus 3 with 
1/2 point increments acceptable that will be added or subtracted from 70. Maneuver scores should be determined 
independent of penalties, and should reflect equal consideration of both performance of the exhibitor’s pattern and the 
horsemanship form and effectiveness of the exhibitor to result in the following scores: -3 extremely poor, -2 very poor, -1 
poor, 0 average or correct, +1 good, +2 very good, +3 excellent. Exhibitors overall horsemanship form and effectiveness 
should also be scored from 0 to 5 with 0 to 2 average, 3 good, 4 very good, 5 excellent. Exhibitors should also be judged on 
the rail, and their pattern score and/or ranking may be adjusted as appropriate. 
SHW374. Overall Presentation of Exhibitor and Horse. The exhibitor’s overall poise, confidence, appearance and position 
throughout the class, and the physical appearance of the horse will be evaluated. 
SHW375. Presentation and Position of Exhibitor. Appropriate western attire must be worn; clothes and person are to be 
neat and clean. The use of any type of artificial aid including, but not limited to lighters, hay, dirt, sharp pins, magnetic 
device, etc. will result in a disqualification.  
SHW375.1 Exhibitors should be poised, confident, courteous and genuinely sportsmanlike at all times, quickly recognizing 

and correcting faults in the positioning of the horse. The exhibitor should continue showing the horse until the class has 
been placed or they have been excused, unless otherwise instructed by the judge. The exhibitor should appear business-
like, stand and move in a straight, natural and upright manner, and avoid excessive, unnatural or animated body positions.  

SHW375.2 The exhibitor must lead on the horse’s left side holding the lead shank in the right hand near the halter with the 
tail of the lead loosely coiled in the left hand unless requested by the judge to show the horse’s teeth. It is preferab le that 
the exhibitor’s hand not be on the snap or chain portion of the lead continuously. The excess lead should never be tightly 
coiled, rolled or folded. When leading, the exhibitor should be positioned between the eye and the mid-point of the horse’s 
neck, referred to as the leading position.  

SHW375.3 Both arms should be bent at the elbow with the elbows held close to the exhibitor’s side and the forearms held in 
a natural position. Height of the arms may vary depending on the size of the horse and exhibitor, but the arms should 
never be held straight out with the elbows locked.  

SHW375.4 The position of the exhibitor when executing a turn to the right is the same as the leading position except that 
the exhibitor should turn and face toward the horse’s head and have the horse move away from them to the right.  

SHW375.5 When executing a back, the exhibitor should turn from the leading position to face toward the rear of the horse 
with the right hand extended in front of the exhibitor’s chest still maintaining slight bend in the elbow and walk forward. The 
ideal position is for the exhibitors left shoulder to be in alignment with the horse’s left front leg.  

SHW375.6 When setting the horse up for inspection, the exhibitor should stand angled toward the horse in a position 
between the horse’s eye and muzzle, and should never leave the head of the horse. The exhibitor is required to use the 
Quarter Method when presenting the horse. The exhibitor should maintain a position that is safe for themselves and the 
judge. The position of the exhibitor should not obstruct the judge’s view of the horse and should allow the exhibitor to 
maintain awareness of the judge’s position at all times. The exhibitor should not crowd other exhibitors when setting up 
side-by-side or head-to-tail. When moving around the horse, the exhibitor should change sides in front of the horse with 
minimal steps and should assume the same position on the right side of the horse that they had on the left side.  
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SHW375.7 Leading, backing, turning and initiating the set-up should be performed from the left side of the horse. At no time 
should the exhibitor ever stand directly in front of the horse. The exhibitor should not touch the horse with their hands or 
feet, or visibly cue the horse by pointing their feet at the horse during the set-up. 

SHW376. Presentation of Horse. The horse’s body condition and overall fitness should be assessed. The hair coat should 
be clean, well-brushed and in good condition. The mane, tail, forelock and wither tuft may not contain ornaments (ribbons, 
bows, etc.), but may be braided or banded for English or western. The length of mane and tail may vary, as long as they are 
neat, clean and free of tangles. The mane should be even in length or may be roached, but the forelock and tuft over the 
withers must be left. The bridle path, eyebrows, and long hair on the head and legs may be clipped, except where 
government regulations prohibit. Hooves should be properly trimmed and if shod, the shoes should fit correctly and clinches 
should be neat. Hooves must be clean and may be painted black or with hoof dressings, or shown naturally. Tack should fit 
properly and be neat, clean and in good repair. 
SHW377. Pattern Performance. The exhibitor should perform the work accurately, precisely, smoothly, and with a reason-
able amount of speed. Increasing speed of the work increases the degree of difficulty, however, accuracy and precision 
should not be sacrificed for speed. The horse should lead, stop, back, turn and set up willingly, briskly and readily with 
minimal visible or audible cueing.  
SHW377.1 The horse should be led directly to and away from the judge in a straight or curved line and track briskly and 

freely at the prescribed gait as instructed. The horse’s head and neck should be straight and in line with the body.  
SHW377.2 The stop should be straight, prompt, smooth and responsive with the horse’s body remaining straight.  
SHW377.3 The horse should back up readily with the head, neck and body aligned in a straight or curved line as instructed.  
SHW377.4 On turns of greater than 90 degrees, the ideal turn consists of the horse pivoting on the right hind leg while step-

ping across and in front of the right front leg with the left front leg. An exhibitor should not be penalized if their horse 
performs a pivot on the left hind leg, but an exhibitor whose horse performs the pivot correctly should receive more credit.  

SHW377.5 A pull turn to the left is an unacceptable maneuver.  
SHW377.6 The horse should be set up quickly with the feet squarely underneath the body. The exhibitor does not have to 

reset a horse that stops square. 
SHW378. Penalties. Maneuver evaluations and penalty applications are to be determined independently. The following 
penalties will be applied for each occurrence and will be deducted from the final score:  
SHW378.1 Three (3) points 

Break of gait at the walk or trot up to 2 strides 
Over or under turning up to 1/8 of a turn 
Ticking or hitting cone 
Sliding a pivot foot 
Lifting a pivot foot during a pivot and replacing it in the same place 
Lifting a foot in a set-up and replacing it in the same place after presentation  

SHW378.2 Five (5) points 
Not performing the specific gait or not stopping within 10 feet (3 meters) of designated location 
Break of gait at walk or trot for more than 2 strides 
Splitting the cone (cone between the horse and exhibitor) 
Horse stepping out of or moving the hind end significantly during a pivot or turn 
Horse stepping out of set-up after presentation 
Horse resting a foot or hipshot in a set-up 
Over or under turning 1/8 to 1/4 turn  

SHW378.3 Ten (10) points 
Exhibitor is not in the required position during inspection 
Exhibitor touching the horse or kicking or pointing their feet at the horse’s feet during the set-up 
Standing directly in front of the horse 
Loss of lead shank, holding chain or two hands on shank 
Blatant disobedience including biting, kicking, rearing or pawing; horse continually circling exhibitor  

SHW378.4 Disqualifications (should not be placed) including:  
Loss of control of horse that endangers exhibitor, other horses, or judge 
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Horse becomes separated from exhibitor 
Failure to display correct number 
Willful abuse 
Excessive schooling or training; use of artificial aids 
Illegal equipment 
Off pattern, including: knocking over or wrong side of cone or marker; never performing designated gait; over or under 

turning more than 1/4 turn 
SHW380. Rookie/Level 1 Classes Only. Exhibitor’s going off pattern, knocking over or on wrong side of cone, never 
performing specified gait, or overturning more than 1/4 turn than designated, shall not be disqualified, but must always place 
below exhibitors not incurring a disqualifying fault. 
 
SHW461. TRAIL.  
This class will be judged on the performance of the horse over obstacles, with emphasis on manners, response to the rider 
and quality of movement. Credit will be given to horses negotiating the obstacles with style and some degree of speed, 
positive expression, and minimal visible or audible cueing, providing correctness is not sacrificed. Horses should receive 
credit for showing attentiveness to the obstacles and the capability of picking their own way through the course when 
obstacles warrant it, and willingly responding to the rider’s cues on more difficult obstacles. Horses shall be penalized for 
any unnecessary delay while approaching or negotiating the obstacles. Horses with artificial appearance over obstacles 
should be penalized. Horses must not be required to work on the rail. The course must be designed, however, to require 
each horse to show the three gaits (walk, jog, lope) somewhere between obstacles as a part of its work, and quality of 
movement and cadence should be considered as part of the maneuver score. While on the line of travel between obstacles, 
the horse shall be balanced, carrying his head and neck in a relaxed, natural position, with the poll level with or slightly 
above the withers. The head should not be carried behind the vertical, giving the appearance of intimidation, or be 
excessively nosed out, giving a resistant appearance.  
SHW461.1 No horse may cross enter Trail and Ranch Trail or Trail and Versatility Ranch Horse Trail regardless of 

division.  
SHW462. The course to be used must be posted at least one hour before scheduled starting time of the class.  
SHW463. SCORING. Scoring will be on the basis of 0-infinity, with 70 denoting an average performance. Each obstacle will 
receive an obstacle score that should be added or subtracted from 70 and is subject to a penalty that should be subtracted. 
Each obstacle will be scored on the following basis, ranging from plus 1 1/2 to minus 1 1/2: -1 1/2 extremely poor, -1 very 
poor, -1/2 poor, 0 correct, +1/2 good, +1 very good, +1 1/2 excellent. Obstacle scores are to be determined and assessed 
independently of penalty points.  
SHW464. Penalties. Maneuver evaluations and penalty applications are to be determined independently. The following 

penalties will be applied to each occurrence and be deducted from the final score:  
SHW464.1 One-half (1/2) point  

each tick or contact of a log, pole, cone, plant, or any component of an obstacle  
SHW464.2 One (1) point  

each hit, bite, or stepping on a log, cone, plant or any component of the obstacle  
incorrect or break of gait at walk or jog for two strides or less  
both front or hind feet in a single-strided slot or space at a walk or jog  
skipping over or failing to step into required space  
split pole in lope-over  
incorrect number of strides, if specified  

SHW464.3 Three (3) points  
incorrect or break of gait at walk or jog for more than two strides  
out of lead or break of gait at lope (except when correcting an incorrect lead)  
knocking down an elevated pole, cone, barrel, plant, obstacle, or severely disturbing an obstacle  
falling or jumping off or out of a bridge or a water box with one foot once the horse has got onto or into that obstacle  
stepping outside of the confines of an obstacle with designated boundaries (i.e. back through, 360 degree box, side 

pass) with one foot once the horse has entered the obstacle.  
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missing or evading a pole that is a part of a series of an obstacle with one foot  
SHW464.4 Five (5) points 

dropping slicker or object required to be carried on course 
first or second cumulative refusal, balk, or evading an obstacle by shying or backing 
letting go of gate or dropping rope gate 
use of either hand to instill fear or praise 
falling or jumping off or out of a bridge or a water box with more than one foot once the horse has got onto or into that 

obstacle 
stepping outside of the confines of an obstacle with designated boundaries (i.e. back through, 360 degree box, side 

pass) with more than one foot once the horse has entered the obstacle. 
missing or evading a pole that is a part of a series of an obstacle with more than one foot 
blatant disobedience (including kicking out, bucking, rearing, striking) 
holding saddle with either hand  

SHW464.5 Disqualified – 0 Score 
use of two hands (except in snaffle bit or hackamore classes designated for two hands) or changing hands on reins; 

except for junior horses shown with hackamore or snaffle bit, only one hand may be used on the reins, except that it 
is permissible to change hands to work an obstacle as outlined in WESTERN EQUIPMENT, or to straighten reins 
when stopped.  

use of romal other than as outlined in WESTERN EQUIPMENT 
performing the obstacle incorrectly or other than in specified order 
no attempt to perform an obstacle 
equipment failure that delays completion of pattern 
excessively or repeatedly touching the horse on the neck to lower the head 
entering or exiting an obstacle from the incorrect side or direction 
working obstacle the incorrect direction; including overturns of more than 1/4 turn 
riding outside designated boundary marker of the arena or course area 
third cumulative refusal, balk, or evading an obstacle by shying or backing 
failure to ever demonstrate correct lead and/or gait as designated 
failure to follow the correct line of travel between obstacles 
excessive schooling, pulling, turning, stepping or backing anywhere on course 
failure to open and shut gate or failure to complete gate (except for Level 1 youth, Level 1 amateur, or rookie classes 

where they place below all who complete course correctly)  
SHW464.6 Faults scored according to severity which occur on the line of travel between obstacles include: 

head carried too high 
Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical excessively and consistently while the horse is in motion, or 

otherwise showing the appearance of intimidation. 
opening mouth excessively  

SHW464.7 Faults which will be cause for disqualification that occur on the line of travel between obstacles, except in 
rookie/Level 1 amateur or rookie/Level 1 youth classes which shall be faults scored according to severity, include (1) head 
carried too low (tip of ear below the withers consistently); (2) over-flexing or straining neck in head carriage so the nose is 
carried behind the vertical consistently.  

SHW465. Trail Course. Management, when setting courses, should keep in mind that the idea is not to trap a horse, or 
eliminate it by making an obstacle too difficult. All courses and obstacles are to be constructed with safety in mind so as to 
eliminate any accidents. If difficult courses are set, rookie/Level 1 trail should be less difficult. When the distances and 
spaces are measured between all obstacles, the inside base to inside base measurement of each obstacle considering the 
normal path of the horse should be the measuring point. Enough space must be provided for a horse to jog [at least 30 feet 
(9 meters)] and lope [at least 50 feet (15 meters)] for the judges to evaluate these gaits. For trail warm-up, obstacles must 
be set according to class rules per SHW466.  
SHW465.1 If disrupted, the course shall be reset. In the case that an obstacle is used in combination, the obstacle cannot 

be reset until the contestant finishes the entire obstacle.  
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SHW465.2 The judge must walk the course and has the right and duty to alter the course in any manner. The judge may 
remove or change any obstacle he deems unsafe or non-negotiable. If at any time a trail obstacle is deemed to be unsafe 
by the judge, it shall be repaired or removed from the course. If it cannot be repaired and horses have completed the 
course, the score for that obstacle shall be deducted from all previous works for that class.  

SHW465.3 At least six obstacles must be used, three of which must be from the mandatory list of obstacles and at least 
three others selected from the list of optional obstacles. 

SHW466. Mandatory trail course obstacles include:  
SHW466.1 Opening, passing through and closing gate. (Losing control of gate is to be penalized.) Use a gate which will not 

endanger horse or rider. If the gate has a metal, plastic or wooden support bar under the opening, contestants must work 
the gate moving forward through it.  

SHW466.2 Ride over at least four logs or poles. These can be in a straight line, curved, zigzag or raised. The space 
between the logs is to be measured and the path the horse is to take should be the measuring point. Trotovers and 
lopeovers cannot be elevated in rookie/Level 1 classes. All elevated elements must be placed in a cup, notched block, or 
otherwise secured so they cannot roll. The height should be measured from the ground to the top of the element. Spacing 
for walkovers, trotovers, and lopeovers should be as follows or increments thereof.  

SHW466.2.1 The spacing for walkovers shall be 20” to 24” (50 - 60 cm) and may be elevated to 12” (30 cm). Elevated 
walkovers should be set at least 22” (55 cm) apart. 

SHW466.2.2 The spacing for trotovers shall be 3’ to 3’3” (90 -100 cm) and may be elevated to 8” (20 cm). 
SHW466.2.3 The spacing for lopeovers shall be 6’ to 6 1/2’ (1.8 - 2 meters) or increments thereof, and may be 

elevated to 8” (20 cm).  
SHW466.3 Backing obstacle. Backing obstacles to be spaced a minimum of 28” (71 cm). If elevated, 30” (76 cm) spacing is 

required. Entrants cannot be asked to back over a stationary object such as a wooden pole or metal bar. 
SHW466.3.1 Back through and around at least three markers. 
SHW466.3.2 Back through L, V, U, straight or similar-shaped course. May be elevated no more than 24” (60 cm). 

SHW467. Optional trail course obstacles include but are not limited to:  
SHW467.1 Water hazard (ditch or small pond). No metal or slick bottom-boxes will be used.  
SHW467.2 Serpentine obstacles at walk or jog. Spacing to be minimum of 6’ (1.8 meters) for jog.  
SHW467.3 Carry object from one part of arena to another. (Only objects which reasonably might be carried on a trail ride 

may be used.)  
SHW467.4 Ride over wooden bridge. (Suggested minimum width shall be 36” (91 cm) wide and at least 6’ (1.8 meters) 

long. Bridge should be sturdy, safe and negotiated at a walk only.  
SHW467.5 Put on and remove slicker.  
SHW467.6 Remove and replace materials from mailbox.  
SHW467.7 Side pass (may be elevated to 12” (30 cm) maximum).  
SHW467.8 An obstacle consisting of four logs or rails, laid in a square. Minimum width of the square should be 6’ (1.8 m). 

Each contestant will enter the square by riding over log or rail as designated. When all four feet are inside the square, rider 
should execute a turn, as indicated, and depart.  

SHW467.9 Any other safe and negotiable obstacle which could reasonably be expected to be encountered on a trail ride 
and meets the approval of the judge may be used.  

SHW467.10 A combination of two or more of any obstacle is acceptable. 
SHW468. Unacceptable trail course obstacles include:  
Tires  
Animals  
Hides  
PVC pipe  
Dismounting  
Jumps  
Rocking or moving bridges  
Water box with floating or moving parts  
Flames, dry ice, fire extinguisher, etc.  
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Logs or poles elevated in a manner that permits such to roll  
Ground ties 
SHW460. LEVEL 1 (HORSE) TRAIL. The purpose of Level 1 trail is to allow a horse to compete in a field with minimally 
accomplished horses of the same level of experience. The Level 1 trail is a stepping-stone to the more advanced 
competition of Level 2 and Level 3. This class should be judged on the performance of the horse over obstacles with 
emphasis on movement, smoothness in gaits and transitions and willingness to execute the maneuvers with a willing 
attitude. Horses shall be penalized for artificial appearance over the obstacles.  
SHW460.1 The course should be designed for the entry-level horse. Ample space should be used to execute the obstacles.  
SHW460.2 Horses, regardless of their age, may be ridden with one hand and a standard western bit as approved by AQHA 

equipment rules or with one or two hands and a snaffle bit or bosal as described under AQHA equipment rules.  
SHW460.3 With the exception of eligibility and equipment requirements, the same rules apply in Level 1 trail as apply in 

trail.  
SHW460.4 Horses are eligible to compete if they have not, as of January 1 of the current show year:  

SHW460.4.1 won 25 points or more in AQHA-approved trail classes (horse points from all levels in any division will 
count including introductory/rookie points and are cumulative in determining eligibility); or  

SHW460.4.2 won $2,500 or more in any equine organization or association in trail classes, including earnings reported 
by Q Data, Equistat and other verifiable resources.  

SHW460.4.3 Accuracy of eligibility is the responsibility of the owner or exhibitor. 
 
VIO220. UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT or any other form of misconduct that is irresponsible, illegal, indecent, profane, 
intimidating, threatening or abusive is prohibited. This provision applies to: VIO220.1 AQHA members, nonmembers, 
exhibitors, trainers, owners, owner representatives, spectators and all other persons on the show grounds of an AQHA-
approved event; andVIO220.2 AQHA members on the show grounds of an event held in conjunction with an AQHA-
approved event; andVIO220.3 AQHA members on the show grounds of an event during which an AQHA-approved class is 
held regardless of whether the conduct is associated with or occurs during an AQHA-approved class.VIO221. Show 
management may immediately expel individuals exhibiting unsportsmanlike conduct from show grounds and shall file a 
written report with AQHA concerning the conduct in question. 
 
SHW755. WALK/TROT CLASSES.  
Walk/trot classes can be held in western pleasure, western horsemanship, trail, hunter under saddle and hunt seat 
equitation. Walk/trot classes are available, at the discretion of show management, at any approved show in youth and 
amateur classes.  
SHW755.1 To compete in walk/trot classes, an exhibitor must be Level 1 eligible in that particular class.  
SHW755.2 Walk/trot classes can only be held as an all-age class and cannot be split out into youth age groups or select. 

Only one horse/rider combination is allowed per class. If a rider is entered into a walk/trot class that rider cannot show in 
the corresponding loping/ cantering class at that show. However, that combination can switch back and forth between the 
different shows.  

SHW755.2.1 No horse may cross enter walk/trot western pleasure and ranch riding or walk/trot western 
pleasure and VRH ranch riding at the same show regardless of division.  

SHW755.2.2 No horse may cross enter walk/trot trail and ranch trail or walk/trot trail and VRH ranch trail at the 
same show regardless of division.  

SHW755.3 There is no year-end high-point and it is not a World Show class. Walk/trot points do not count for Performance 
Halter qualification. An exhibitor may earn any number of points and continue in the walk/trot or progress to the rookie 
level in their respective class at their own pace. Walk/trot points do not affect exhibitor or horse eligibility in any level or 
division.  

SHW755.4 The same rules apply in walk/trot classes as apply in the corresponding class, except loping/cantering is 
prohibited in both pattern and rail work.  

SHW755.5 FAULTS:  
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• Exhibitors going off pattern, knocking over or on wrong side of cone, never performing specified gait, or overturning more 
than 1/4 turn than designated, shall not be disqualified, but must always place below exhibitors not incurring a 
disqualifying fault.  

• Scored according to severity include:  
• Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical excessively and consistently while the horse is in motion, or other-
wise showing the appearance of intimidation. 
 
SHW430. WESTERN HORSEMANSHIP.  
Available only in the amateur and youth divisions, western horsemanship is designed to evaluate the rider’s ability to 
execute, in concert with their horse, a set of maneuvers prescribed by the judge with precision and smoothness while 
exhibiting poise and confidence and maintaining a balanced, functional and fundamentally correct body position. The ideal 
horsemanship pattern is extremely precise with the rider and horse working in complete unison, executing each maneuver 
with subtle aids and cues. The horse’s head and neck should be carried in a relaxed, natural position, with the poll level with 
or slightly above the withers. The head should not be carried behind the vertical, giving the appearance of intimidation, or be 
excessively nosed out, giving a resistant appearance.  
SHW430.1 Pattern. It is mandatory that the judge post the initial pattern to be worked at least one hour prior to the com-

mencement of the class; however, if the judge requires additional work of exhibitors for consideration of final placing, an 
additional pattern may be posted. All patterns must include a walk, jog, lope, and a back. Pattern(s) should be designed to 
test the horseman’s ability. All ties will be broken at the judge’s discretion.  

SHW431. CLASS PROCEDURES: All exhibitors must enter the ring and then work individually, or each exhibitor may be 
worked from the gate individually. When exhibitors are worked individually from the gate, a working order is required. 
Exhibitors should be instructed to either leave the arena, fall into line or fall into place on the rail after their work. The whole 
class, or just the finalists, must work at all three gaits at least one direction of the arena. The following maneuvers are 
acceptable in a pattern: walk, jog, trot, extended trot, lope or extended lope in a straight line, curved line, serpentine, circle, 
figure 8 or combination of these gaits and maneuvers; stop; back in a straight or curved line; turn or pivot, including spins 
and rollbacks on the haunches and/or on the forehand; sidepass, two-track or leg-yield; flying or simple change of lead; 
counter-canter; or any other maneuver; or ride without stirrups. A back should be asked for at some time during the class. 
Judges should not ask exhibitors to mount or dismount.  
SHW432. SCORING: Exhibitors are to be scored from 0 to infinity, with 70 denoting an average performance. Patterns will 
be divided into 6 to 10 maneuvers, as specified by the judge, and each maneuver will be scored from plus 3 to minus 3 with 
1/2 point increments acceptable that will be added or subtracted from 70. Maneuver scores should be determined 
independent of penalties, and should reflect equal consideration of both performance of the exhibitor’s pattern and the 
horsemanship form and effectiveness of the exhibitor to result in the following scores: -3 extremely poor, -2 very poor, -1 
poor, 0 average or correct, +1 good, +2 very good, +3 excellent. Exhibitors overall horsemanship form and effectiveness 
should also be scored from 0 to 5 with 0 to 2 average, 3 good, 4 very good, 5 excellent. Exhibitors should also be judged on 
the rail, and their pattern score and/or ranking may be adjusted as appropriate.  
SHW433. Overall Presentation of Exhibitor and Horse. The exhibitor’s overall poise, confidence, appearance and position 
throughout the class as well as the physical appearance of the horse will be evaluated.  
SHW434. Presentation and Position of Exhibitor.  
Appropriate western attire must be worn. Clothes and person are to be neat and clean. The use of any type of artificial aid 
or magnetic device will result in disqualification.  
SHW434.1 The exhibitor should appear natural in the seat and ride with a balanced, functional and correct position 

regardless of the maneuver or gait being performed. During the railwork and pattern, the exhibitor should have strong, 
secure and proper position. Exhibitors should sit and maintain an upright position with the upper body at all gaits.  

SHW434.2 The rider should sit in the center of the saddle and the horse’s back with the legs hanging to form a straight line 
from the ear, through the center of the shoulder and hip, touching the back of the heel or through the ankle. The heels 
should be lower than the toes, with a slight bend in the knee and the lower leg should be directly under the knee. The 
rider’s back should be flat, relaxed and supple. An overly stiff and/or overly arched lower back will be penalized. The 
shoulders should be back, level and square. The rider’s base of support should maintain secure contact with the saddle 
from the seat to the inner thigh. Light contact should be maintained with the saddle and horse from the knee to mid-calf. 
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The knee should point forward and remain closed with no space between the exhibitor’s knee and the saddle. The 
exhibitor will be penalized for positioning the legs excessively behind or forward of the vertical position. Regardless of the 
type of stirrup, the feet may be placed home in the stirrup, with the boot heel touching the stirrup, or may be placed with 
the ball of the foot in the center of the stirrup. The rider’s toes should be pointing straight ahead or slightly turned out with 
the ankles straight or slightly broken in. Riding with toes only in the stirrup and riding without contact of bottom of boot 
securely on pad of stirrup, will be penalized. Those exhibitors that can maintain the proper position throughout all maneu-
vers should receive more credit. When riding without stirrups, the exhibitor should maintain the same position as 
previously described. Both hands and arms should be held in a relaxed, easy manner, with the upper arm in a straight line 
with the body. The arm holding the reins should be bent at the elbow forming a line from the elbow to the horse’s mouth. 
The free hand and arm may be carried bent at the elbow in a similar position as the hand holding the reins or straight 
down at the rider’s side. Excessive pumping of the free arm as well as excessive stiffness will be penalized. The rider’s 
wrist is to be kept straight and relaxed, with the hand held at about 30 to 45 degrees inside the vertical. The rein hand 
should be carried immediately above or slightly in front of the saddle horn. The reins should be adjusted so that the rider 
has light contact with the horse’s mouth, and at no time shall reins require more than a slight hand movement to control 
the horse. Excessively tight or loose reins will be penalized.  

SHW434.3 The rider’s head should be held with the chin level and the eyes forward, and may be directed slightly toward the 
direction of travel. Excessive turning of the head to the inside of the circle, or down at the horse’s head or shoulder will be 
penalized.  

SHW434.4 The exhibitor should not crowd the exhibitor next to or in front of them when working on the rail and should pass 
to the inside of the arena. When reversing on the rail, the exhibitor should always reverse to the inside of the arena.  

SHW435. Presentation of Horse.  
The horse’s body condition and overall health and fitness should be assessed. The horse should appear fit and carry weight 
appropriate for the body size. A horse which appears sullen, dull, lethargic, emaciated, drawn or overly tired should be 
penalized according to severity. Tack should fit the horse properly and be neat, clean and in good repair.  
SHW436. Pattern Performance.  
The exhibitor should perform the work accurately, precisely, smoothly, and with a reasonable amount of promptness. 
Increasing speed of the maneuvers performed increases the degree of difficulty; however, accuracy and precision should 
not be sacrificed for speed. Exhibitors that perform the pattern sluggishly and allow their horse to move without adequate 
impulsion, collection or cadence will be penalized.  
SHW436.1 The horse should perform all maneuvers in the pattern willingly, briskly and readily with minimal visible or 

audible cueing.  
SHW436.2 The horse should track straight, freely and at the proper cadence for the prescribed gait. Transitions should be 

smooth and prompt in the pattern and on the rail, and should be performed when called for on the rail. The horse’s head 
and neck should be straight and in line with their body while performing straight lines and slightly arched to the inside on 
curved lines or circles. Circles should be round and performed at the appropriate speed, size and location as requested in 
the pattern. The counter-canter should be performed smoothly with no change in cadence or stride unless specified in the 
pattern.  

SHW436.3 The stop should be straight, square, prompt, smooth and responsive with the horse maintaining a straight body 
position throughout the maneuver. The back should be smooth and responsive.  

SHW436.4 Turns should be smooth and continuous. When performing a turn on the haunches, the horse should pivot on 
the inside hind leg and step across with the front legs. A rollback is a stop and 180 degree turn over the hocks with no 
hesitation. Backing during turns will be penalized severely.  

SHW436.5 The horse should step across with the front and hind legs when performing the sidepass, leg-yield and two-
track. The side pass should be performed with the horse keeping the body straight while moving directly lateral in the 
specified direction. When performing a leg- yield, the horse should move forward and lateral in a diagonal direction with 
the horse’s body arced opposite to the direction that the horse is moving. In the two-track, the horse should move forward 
and lateral in a diagonal direction with the horse’s body held straight or bent in the direction the horse is moving.  

SHW436.6 A simple or flying change of lead should be executed precisely in the specified number of strides and/or at the 
designated location. A simple change of lead is performed by breaking to a walk or trot for one to three strides. Flying 
changes should be simultaneous front and rear. All changes should be smooth and timely.  
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SHW436.7 Position of the exhibitor and performance of the horse and rider on the rail must be considered in the final 
placing.  

SHW437. Penalties. Maneuver evaluations and penalty applications are to be determined independently. The following 
penalties will be applied for each occurrence and will be deducted from the final score:  
SHW437.1 Three (3) points  

Break of gait at the walk or jog up to 2 strides  
Over or under turn from 1/8 to 1/4 turn  
Tick or hit of cone  
Obviously looking down to check leads  

SHW437.2 Five (5) points  
Not performing the specific gait or not stopping within 10 feet (3 meters) of designated location  
Incorrect lead or break of gait at the lope (except when correcting an incorrect lead)  
Break of gait at walk or jog for more than 2 strides  
Loss of stirrup  
Bottom of boot not touching pad of stirrup at all gaits including backup  
Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical while the horse is in motion, showing the appearance of 

intimidation 
SHW437.3 Ten (10) points 

Loss of rein 
Use of either hand to instill fear or praise while on pattern or during rail work 
Holding saddle with either hand 
Cueing with the end of the romal 
Blatant disobedience including kicking, pawing, bucking, and rearing 
Spurring in front of the cinch  

SHW437.4 Disqualifications (should not be placed) including: 
Failure to display correct number 
Abuse of horse or schooling 
Fall by horse or exhibitor 
Illegal equipment or illegal use of hands on reins 
Use of prohibited equipment 
Off pattern, including: knocking over or wrong side of cone or marker; never performing designated gait or lead; over or 

under turning more than 1/4 turn 
SHW438. ROOKIE/LEVEL 1 CLASSES ONLY: Exhibitors going off pattern, knocking over or on wrong side of cone, never 
performing specified gait, or lead or overturning more than 1/4 turn than designated, shall not be disqualified, but must 
always place below exhibitors not incurring a disqualifying fault. 
 
SHW402. WESTERN PLEASURE.  
A good western pleasure horse has a free-flowing stride of reasonable length in keeping with his conformation. He should 
cover a reasonable amount of ground with little effort. Ideally, he should have a balanced, flowing motion, while exhibiting 
correct gaits that are of the proper cadence. The quality of the movement and the consistency of the gaits is a major 
consideration. He should carry his head and neck in a relaxed, natural position, with his poll level with or slightly above the 
level of the withers. He should not carry his head behind the vertical, giving the appearance of intimidation, or be 
excessively nosed out, giving a resistant appearance. His head should be level, with his nose slightly in front of the vertical, 
having a bright expression with his ears alert. He should be shown on a reasonably loose rein. He should be responsive, yet 
smooth, in transitions when called for. When asked to extend, he should move out with the same flowing motion. Maximum 
credit should be given to the flowing, balanced and willing horse that gives the appearance of being fit and a pleasure to 
ride. This class will be judged on the performance, condition and conformation of the horse.  
SHW403. A show may have up to three western pleasure classes. If three western pleasure classes are to be held, they 
shall be (1) senior western pleasure shown with a bit; (2) junior western pleasure shown with either a bit, hackamore or 
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snaffle bit; (3) two-year-old western pleasure shown with hackamore or snaffle which will not be approved prior to July 1 of 
the year for which approval is requested.  
SHW403.1. If two western pleasure classes are to be held, they shall be (1) senior western pleasure shown with a bit; (2) 

junior western pleasure shown with either bit, hackamore or snaffle bit.  
SHW403.2 If only one western pleasure class is to be held, it is to be for all ages.  
SHW404. Horses 6 years old and older must be shown on a curb bit.  
SHW405. Horses 5 years old and younger may be shown in either curb bit, hackamore or snaffle bit.  
SHW406. No horse may be entered in both junior western pleasure and 2-year-old western pleasure at the same show.  
SHW406.1 No horse may cross enter Western Pleasure and Ranch Riding or Western Pleasure and Versatility 

Ranch Horse Ranch Riding regardless of division.  
SHW407. Entries in the 2-year-old class may be shown with one or both hands on reins. If riding with two hands, reins must 
be crossed with the tails of the reins on the opposite side of the neck. The rider’s hands should be carried near the pommel 
and not further than four inches (10 cm) out on either side of the saddle horn. Rider’s hands must be steady with very 
limited movement.  
SHW408. Horses must work both ways of the ring at all three gaits to demonstrate their ability with different leads. At the 
option of the judge, horses may be asked to lengthen their stride at the walk or lope, one or both ways of the ring. It is 
mandatory that a moderate extension of the jog be asked for in at least one direction with the exception of Level 1 classes, 
the youth 11 and under, the youth 13 and under, select western pleasure and 2-year-old western pleasure. However, the 
moderate extension of the jog remains optional in the above classes. A moderated extension of the jog is a definite two-beat 
lengthening of stride, covering more ground. Cadenced and balanced with smoothness is more essential than speed. Riders 
should sit at the moderated extension of the jog. Horses are required to back easily and stand quietly. Passing is 
permissible and should not be penalized as long as the horse maintains a proper and even cadence and rhythm.  
SHW409. Horses are to be reversed to the inside (away from the rail). They may be required to reverse at the walk or jog at 
the discretion of the judge, but shall not be asked to reverse at the lope.  
SHW410. Judge may ask for additional work of the same nature from any horse.  
SHW411. Rider shall not be required to dismount except in the event the judge wishes to check equipment.  
SHW412. Horses to be shown at a walk, jog and lope on a reasonably loose rein or light contact without undue restraint.  
SHW413. Faults to be scored according to severity:  

Excessive speed (any gait)  
Being on the wrong lead  
Breaking gait (including not walking when called for)  
Excessive slowness in any gait, loss of forward momentum (resulting in an animated and/or artificial gait at the lope)  
Failure to take the appropriate gait when called for (during transitions, excessive delay will be penalized)  
Touching horse or saddle with free hand  
Head carried too high  
Head carried too low (tip of ear below the withers)  
Overflexing or straining neck in head carriage so the nose is carried behind the vertical  
Excessive nosing out  
Excessive movement of the topline at the lope  
Opening mouth excessively  
Stumbling  
Use of spurs forward of the cinch  
Horse appears sullen, dull, lethargic, emaciated, drawn or overly tired  
Quick, choppy or pony-strided  
Overly canted at the lope (when the outside hind foot is further to the inside of the arena than the inside front foot).  

SHW414. Faults that will be cause for disqualification, except in Level 1 amateur or Level 1 youth classes, which shall be 
faults scored according to severity:  
Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical excessively and consistently while the horse is in motion, or 
otherwise showing the appearance of intimidation. 
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SHW451. WESTERN RIDING.  
The horse is judged on quality of gaits, lead changes at the lope, response to the rider, manners and disposition. The horse 
should perform with reasonable speed, and be sensible, well-mannered, free and easy moving. Credit shall be given for and 
emphasis placed on smoothness, even cadence of gaits (i.e., starting and finishing pattern with the same cadence), and the 
horse’s ability to change leads precisely, easily and simultaneously both hind and front at the center point between markers. 
In order to have balance, with quality lead changes, the horse’s head and neck should be in a relaxed, natural position, with 
his poll level with or slightly above the level of the withers. He should not carry his head behind the vertical, giving the 
appearance of intimidation, or be excessively nosed out, giving a resistant appearance. The horse should have a relaxed 
head carriage showing response to the rider’s hands, with a moderate flexion at the poll. Horses may be ridden with light 
contact or on a reasonably loose rein. The horse should cross the log both at the jog and the lope without breaking gait or 
radically changing stride. 
SHW452. The judge will select one of the 15 patterns to be performed. The judge is responsible for the pattern being 
correctly set. The 6 Level 1 western riding patterns may be used for rookie and Level 1 classes. On the pattern:  
SHW452.1 The small circles represent pylon markers which are recommended. These should be separated by a uniform 

measured distance of not less than 30 feet (9 meters) nor more than 50 feet (15 meters) on the sides with 5 markers (see 
diagram). In pattern 1, the three markers on the opposite side should be set adjacent to the appropriate markers. It is 
recommended that markers be set a minimum of 15 feet (4 1/2 meters) from the fence and with 50 to 80 foot (15 to 24 
meters) width in the pattern, as the arena permits.  

SHW452.2 A solid log or pole should be used and be a minimum of 8 feet (2.5 meters) in length.  
SHW452.3 The long serpentine line indicates the direction of travel and gaits at which the horse is to move. The shaded 

area represents the lead changing area between the markers. The dotted line (...) indicates walk, the dash line (- - -) jog, 
and the solid line ( - ) lope.  

SHW452.4 A cone shall be placed along the wall or rail of the arena to designate where the exhibitor should initiate the 
walk. On western riding patterns 1, 3, 5 and Level 1 pattern 1, the start cone should be placed a minimum of 15 feet 
before the first pattern maker. On western riding patterns 2, 4 and Level 1 patterns 2 and 4, the start cone should be 
placed even with the first pattern marker. The on-deck exhibitor should not go to the start-cone until the contestant on 
pattern has cleared the working area by the start-cone for the final time. 

SHW453. SCORING. Exhibitors will be scored on a basis of 0-100 with 70 denoting an average performance. Points will be 
added or subtracted from the maneuvers on the following bases, ranging from plus 1 1/2 to minus 1 1/2: -1 1/2 extremely 
poor, -1 very poor, -1/2 poor, 0 average, +1/2 good, +1 very good, +1 1/2 excellent. Maneuver scores are to be determined 
independently of penalty points. 
SHW454. PENALTIES. Maneuver evaluations and penalty applications are to be determined independently. The following 
penalties will be applied to each occurrence and be deducted from the final score:  
SHW454.1 One-half (1/2) point  

tick or light touch of log  
SHW454.2 One (1) point  

hitting or rolling log  
out of lead more than one stride either side of the center point and between the markers  
splitting the log (log between the two front or two hind feet) at the lope  
break of gait at the walk or jog up to two strides  
non-simultaneous lead change (including front to hind, hind to front, front or hind legs coming together during the 

change)  
SHW454.3 Three (3) points  

not performing the specific gait (jog or lope) or not stopping when called for in the pattern, within 10 feet (3 meters) of 
the designated area  

simple change of leads  
out of lead at or before the marker prior to the designated change area or out of lead at or after the marker after the 

designated change area  
additional lead changes anywhere in pattern (except when correcting an extra change or incorrect lead)  
in pattern 1 and 3 failure to start the lope within 30 feet (9 meters) after crossing the log at the jog  
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break of gait at walk or jog for more than two strides  
break of gait at the lope  

SHW454.4 Five (5) points  
out of lead beyond the next designated change area (note: failures to change, including cross-cantering. Two con-

secutive failures to change would result in two five point penalties).  
blatant disobedience including kicking out, biting, bucking and rearing  
holding saddle with either hand  
use of either hand to instill fear or praise  

SHW454.5 Disqualified - 0 score  
illegal equipment  
willful abuse  
off course  
knocking over markers  
completely missing log  
major refusal - stop and back more than two strides or four steps with front legs  
major disobedience or schooling  
failure to start lope prior to end cone in pattern 1 and 6  
four or more simple lead changes and/or failures to change leads (except for Level 1 and rookie classes)  
failure to start lope beyond 30 feet of designated area in patterns 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and Level 1 patterns 1, 2, 4, 7 and 9 

(except for Level 1 and rookie classes).  
overturn of more than 1/4 turn 
SHW454.6 Faults scored according to severity, which will be cause for disqualification, except in Level 1 amateur or Level 1 
youth classes, include: 

Head carried too low and/or clearly behind the vertical excessively and consistently while the horse is in motion, or 
otherwise showing the appearance of intimidation.  

SHW454.7 The following characteristics are considered faults and should be judged accordingly in maneuver scores: 
opening mouth excessively 
anticipating signals 
stumbling 
head carried too high 
head carried too low (tip of ear below the withers) 
over-flexing or straining neck in head carriage so the nose is carried behind the vertical 
excessive nosing out  

SHW454.8 Credits 
changes of leads, hind and front simultaneously 
change of lead near the center point of the lead change area 
accurate and smooth pattern 
even pace throughout 
easy to guide and control with rein and leg 
manners and disposition 

conformation and fitness 
 
SHW305. WESTERN EQUIPMENT.  
SHW305.1 Hackamore means the use of a flexible, braided rawhide, leather or rope bosal, the core of which must be 
flexible. A hackamore must use a complete mecate rein, which must include a tie-rein. Absolutely no rigid material will be 
permitted under the jaws, regardless of how padded or covered. Horse hair bosals are prohibited. This rule does not refer to 
a mechanical hackamore.   
SHW305.2 Snaffle bits in western performance classes mean the conventional O-ring, egg-butt or D-ring with a ring no 
larger than 4” in diameter (100 mm). The inside circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall attachments 
which would provide leverage. The mouthpiece should be round, oval or egg-shaped, smooth and unwrapped metal. It may 
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be inlaid, but smooth or latex-wrapped. The bars must be a minimum of 5/16” (8 mm) in diameter, measured one inch (25 
mm) in from the cheek with a gradual decrease to center of the snaffle. The mouthpiece may be two or three pieces. A 
three-piece, connecting ring of 1 1/4” (32 mm) or less in diameter, or a connecting flat bar of 3/8” to 3/4”(10 mm to 20 mm) 
measured top to bottom, with a maximum length of 2” (50 mm), which lies flat in the horse’s mouth, is acceptable. Optional 
leather strap attached below the reins on a snaffle bit is acceptable.  
SHW305.3 Bit in western performance classes means the use of a curb bit that has a solid or broken mouthpiece, has 
shanks and acts with leverage. All curb bits must be free of mechanical device and should be considered a standard 
western bit. 
SHW305.4 The description of a legal, standard western bit includes:   
(see AQHA rulebook for further clarification and diagrams) 

SHW305.4.1 8 1/2” (215 mm) maximum length shank to be measured as indicated in the diagram on the previous 
page. Shanks may be fixed or loose;  

SHW305.4.2 concerning mouthpieces, bars must be round, oval or egg shaped, smooth and unwrapped metal of 5/16” 
to 3/4” (8 mm to 20 mm) in diameter, measured 1” (25 mm) from the cheek. However, wire on the sway bars (above 
the bars and attaching to the spade) of a traditional spade bit is acceptable. They may be inlaid, but must be smooth 
or latex wrapped. Nothing may protrude below the mouthpiece (bar), such as extensions or prongs, including upward 
prongs on solid mouthpieces. The mouthpiece may be two or three pieces. A three-piece, connecting ring of 1 1/4” 
(32 mm) or less in diameter, or a connecting flat bar of 3/8” to 3/4” (10mm to 20 mm) measured top to bottom with a 
maximum length of 2” (50 mm), which lies flat in the horse’s mouth, is acceptable;  

SHW305.4.3 the port must be no higher than 3 1/2” (90 mm) maximum, with rollers and covers acceptable. Broken 
mouthpieces, halfbreeds and spades are standard;  

SHW305.4.4 donut and flat polo mouthpieces are not acceptable;  
SHW305.4.5 a curb bit must be used with a curb strap or curb chain properly attached so as to make contact with 

horse’s chin;  
SHW305.4.6 slip or gag bit is permitted in speed events.  

SHW305.5 – Except for hackamore/snaffle bit classes or junior horses shown with hackamore/snaffle bit, only one hand 
may be used on the reins, and the hand must not be changed. The hand is to be around the reins: index finger only 
between split reins is permitted. In trail, it is permissible to change hands to work an obstacle. Violation of this rule is an 
automatic disqualification.  

SHW305.5.1 –Any horse of any age shown in any rookie/Level 1 youth, rookie/Level 1 amateur or Level 1 class may 
be shown one or two handed with a snaffle bit/hackamore.  

SHW305.6 Romal means an extension of braided or round material attached to closed reins. This extension shall be carried 
in the free hand with a 16-inch (40 cm) spacing between the reining hand and the free hand holding the romal. When 
using romal reins, the rider’s hand shall be around the reins with the wrists kept straight and relaxed, the thumb on top and 
the fingers closed lightly around the reins. When using a romal, no fingers between the reins are allowed. The free hand 
may not be used to adjust the rider’s length of rein in any reining class. During reining, the use of the free hand while 
holding the romal to alter the tension or length of the reins from the bridle to the reining hand is considered to be the use of 
two hands and a score of 0 will be applied, with the exception of any place a horse is allowed to be completely stopped 
during a pattern. In all other classes, including the reined portion of working cow horse and boxing, VRH ranch reining, 
VRH ranch cow work, VRH limited ranch cow work and all RHC working ranch horse classes, the free hand may be used 
to adjust the rider’s length of rein. In all western classes, excess rein(s) may be straightened or disentangled anytime 
during the class, provided the rider’s free hand used to straighten or disentangle remains behind the rein hand. Any 
attempt to alter tension or length of the reins from bridle to rein hand is to be considered use of two hands and a penalty 
score of zero or disqualification will be applied.  

SHW305.6.1 The romal shall not be used forward of the cinch or to signal or cue the horse in any way. Any infraction of 
this rule shall be penalized severely by the judge.  

SHW305.7 Junior horses competing in western pleasure, western horsemanship, western riding, trail, reining, working cow 
horse, boxing, ranch riding, ranch trail, trail, all versatility ranch horse and all ranching heritage challenge classes that are 
shown with a hackamore or snaffle bit may be ridden with one or two hands on the reins. The tails of the reins must be 
crossed on the opposite side of the neck when riding with two hands on split reins except in reining, working cow horse, 
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boxing, ranch riding, ranch trail, all VRH classes, and all RHC classes. Closed reins (example mecate) may not be used 
with a snaffle bit, except in working cow horse, boxing, ranch riding, ranch trail, all VRH classes and, all RHC classes, 
where a mecate is permitted. When using a snaffle bit in working cow horse, boxing, ranch riding, ranch trail, all VRH 
classes and all RHC classes, a leather or other woven material chin strap of any width is to be used and should be 
attached to the bit below the reins. No iron, chain, or other material is allowed. The chin strap can include metal buckles 
and/or keepers.  

SHW305.8 In all western classes, horses will be shown in a western saddle and appropriate bridle, snaffle bit or hackamore 
for the duration of the class. A western saddle is a common type of saddle distinguished by a large noticeable fork on 
which there is some form of horn, a high cantle and large skirts. Silver equipment will not count over a good working outfit. 
Horses 5-years-old and younger may be shown in a snaffle bit, hackamore, curb bit, half-breed or spade bit. Horses 6-
years-old and older may only be shown in a curb bit, half-breed or spade bit. Split reins or romal reins must be used on a 
curb bit except in speed events, team penning, ranch sorting, roping and cowboy mounted shooting where they are 
optional. When a curb bit is used, a curb strap or curb chain is required, but must meet the approval of the judge, be at 
least one-half inch in width and lie flat against the jaw of the horse. Curb chains cannot be tied to the bit with string or cord. 
A broken strap or chain is not necessarily cause for disqualification.  

SHW305.8.1 For further clarification on the use of two rein equipment, see SHW509.1.6-509.1.7. 
SHW306. WESTERN: OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT  
SHW306.1 Rope or riata; if used, the rope or riata must be coiled and attached to the saddle.  
SHW306.2 Hobbles attached to saddle.  
SHW306.3 Tapaderos, except in working cow horse where they are not allowed.  
SHW306.4 Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are allowed in reining, working cow horse, boxing, team penning, 

ranch sorting, barrel racing, pole bending, stake racing, tie-down roping, breakaway roping, dally team roping-heading, 
dally team roping-heeling, cutting, western horsemanship, ranch riding, ranch trail, versatility ranch horse classes and 
ranching heritage classes. The use of slip on (easy-care) horse boots or related footwear are not considered as protective 
boots and are permissible to be worn in all classes.  

SHW306.5 Spurs; not to be used forward of the cinch. 
SHW307. WESTERN PROHIBITED EQUIPMENT  
SHW307.1 Protective boots, leg wraps and bandages are prohibited in western pleasure, trail, halter, western riding and 

showmanship.  
SHW307.2 Wire curb straps, regardless of how padded or covered, or curb strap with tacks/rivets.  
SHW307.3 Any curb strap narrower than one-half inch.  
SHW307.4 Chain, wire, or metal tie-down or bonnets are prohibited, regardless of how padded or wrapped.  
SHW307.5 Belly Bands; saw tooth bits; hock hobbles; tack collars; tack curb straps or tack hackamores; whips used for 

showmanship; war bridles or like devices; riding in a curb bit without a curb strap; wire or solid metal curb straps no matter 
how padded; wire cavesson; wire or cable tie-downs; bumper bits; metal bosals (no matter how padded); chambons; 
headstalls made of metal (no matter how wrapped or padded), twisted rawhide, or rope may not be used on a horse’s 
head (3/8 inch rope may be used with a slip/gag bit or a bonnet); running martingales used with curb bits used without rein 
stops; draw reins attached between or around the front legs will not be allowed at AQHA-approved events.  

SHW307.6 Jerk lines for roping.  
SHW307.7 Tack collars for roping.  
SHW307.8 Tie-downs may not have a built in cavesson or noseband. Cavesson or noseband of any kind may not be used 

during competition.  
SHW307.9 Fenders may not be connected by string or any other material. 
 
SHW235. YOUTH ELIGIBILITY.  
As a condition for the issuance of youth membership, the applicant and/or the family member who actually owns the horse 
with which the youth will participate, agrees to provide, upon request, such documentation or other proof as requested by 
AQHA to support the representations of sole economic ownership of the horse or horses exhibited by the youth in youth 
events, and other criteria set forth above. Failure to promptly furnish such documentation upon request may be cause for 
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immediate termination of youth membership and be grounds for possible disciplinary action by the Executive Committee 
under AQHA disciplinary procedure for failure to respond to request for information. 
SHW236. Although a youth may show a non-owned horse in the open division, doing so could violate AMATEUR 
ELIGIBILITY. 


