
RULEBOOK & CLASS SPECIFICATIONS 
Any questions not addressed in the rules below shall be referred to the AQHA or USEF rulebooks for further clarification.   

 
HELMET REQUIREMENTS 
All exhibitors 18 years and under must wear properly fitting ASTM/SEI approved headgear with a chin strap while riding anywhere on the 
grounds.  Harness must be secure and properly fitted. Any rider violating this rule at any time must immediately be prohibited from further 
riding until such headgear is properly in place. Adults are encouraged to comply with this rule. Exhibitors may wear ASTM/SEI protective 
headgear and/or protective vests in any classes without penalty from the judge. 
 
STALLION RULE 
Stallions may only be shown by adults 19 & over.  Any unruly stallion will be asked to leave the ring.  Exhibitors showing stallions are asked to keep 
appropriate space from other exhibitors.  Stallions are not allowed in classes with youth exhibitors except In Hand/Showmanship & Green 
Horse/Pony classes.   
 
Halter/In-Hand Appointments – Exhibitors shall wear neat, clean, professional, and appropriate attire for the show ring reflecting the seat they are 
presenting.  No tank tops, shorts, sneakers, baseball hats, etc.  No attire with farm/stable logos on them.   
 
Halter/In-Hand Tack – Western-style entries shall be shown in a suitable leather/nylon halter and lead in good condition and fit to the horse.  
Hunter-style entries shall be shown in a suitable leather/nylon halter or english leather bridle.  Saddleseat-type entries shall be shown in a traditional 
shank-bit bridle; however, equines 2 & under may use a bridle with a snaffle, or leather/nylon halter.  Whips/bats allowed for english entries only.   
 
Western Seat Appointments – Western style pants (slacks, trousers, jeans, etc.) in good, clean condition; long sleeved shirt with a collar (pins, 
bolos, necklaces optional), western hat, and western style boots with a 1” heel.  Gloves and chaps are optional.  Hair must be neat and contained 
and not obstruct the judge’s view of your number.  Exhibitors 18 and under are required to wear an ASTM-SEI approved helmet in all under 
saddle classes and while riding on the grounds at all times.  Adult exhibitors may wear traditional western hat or approved helmet.   
 
Western Seat Tack – In all western classes, a traditional western saddle made of leather or suitable synthetic fabric allowed.  Stirrups shall not be 
tied to one another or to the saddle.  Bridle may be of standard plain or silver headstall, split ear, browband, shaped ear, etc.  Nosebands, 
martingales, and tie-downs prohibited.  Western style curb or leveraged bits (broken or solid) with a port no higher than 3 ½” and a curb strap at least 
½” wide of leather, nylon, or flat chain are required in all classes.  Slip and gag bits and snaffles with fixed rein attachments providing leverage are 
prohibited.  Riders are to use only one hand when using a leveraged bit.  Junior horses 5 years and under may use a traditional O-ring, D-ring, or 
eggbut snaffle with a ring between 2”and 4”, bosal, or hackamore and may use two hands.  EXCEPTION:  Green Horse/Pony entries may use a 
snaffle bit with two hands on any age horse.   
 
Hunter Seat Appointments – Traditional hunt coat of dark or conservative color, light colored (white, khaki, gray, beige) breeches, traditional hunt 
shirt with stock collar (pin optional), and high English boots or jodhpur boots, and helmet/hunt cap.  Gloves and spurs optional.  Hair must be neat 
and contained and not obstruct the judge’s view of your number.  Exhibitors 18 and under are required to wear an ASTM-SEI approved helmet 
in all under saddle classes and while riding on the grounds at all times.  Adult exhibitors may wear hunt caps.     
 
Hunter Seat Tack – In all english/hunter classes, a traditional english style forward seat, close contact, or dressage saddle is acceptable.  Flat 
saddle seat type saddles are prohibited.  Bridles must have a bit – no hunter hackamores, etc. allowed.  A traditional snaffle bridle with an O-ring, D-
ring, kimberwicke, or eggbut bit is acceptable.  Pelham or full bridles are allowed.  Martingales and tie-downs are prohibited.  Bits of unconventional 
type are to be penalized at the judge’s discretion.  Micklem style bridles not allowed except in Dressage Suitability classes. 
 
Saddle Seat Appointments – A traditional 3-piece saddle suit, derby style/homberg hat, jodhpur boots, and tie required.  Spurs, gloves, and crops 
optional.  Hair must be neat and contained and not obstruct the judge’s view of your number.  Exhibitors 18 and under are required to wear an 
ASTM-SEI approved helmet in all under saddle classes and while riding on the grounds at all times.  Adult exhibitors may wear a 
derby/homburg hat.   
 
Saddle Seat Tack – A traditional flat cutback saddle seat type saddle is required.  Entries shall be shown in a full bridle with shank bit and bradoon, 
or a pelham bit.   
 
Ranch Appointments – Exhibitors are required to wear traditional western attire that reflects the true ranch lifestyle. Appropriate western attire 
includes a long sleeve button-up collared shirt with cuffs that has buttons, snaps or zipper that must be fastened at the wrist, a western hat and boots 
with heels. Additional optional attire includes belts, gloves, vests, chaps/chinks (for riding classes), and western scarves. Attire may have some 
accentuating crystals, glitter and/or sequins but excessive decoration will be penalized.  Jewelry should be minimal.      
 
Ranch Tack – Will be the same as Western Seat Tack above except minimal amount of silver on halter/headstall/saddle.  Saddles that have 
excessive silver may be used if the silver is covered up with dark colored tape or other means.   
 
PROHIBITED EQUIPMENT   
Please refer to pages 105-111 of the AQHA Rulebook on the Forms and Downloads page of our website.     



CLASS SPECIFICATIONS 
 

BREED IN HAND/HALTER  
Unless directed otherwise by the judge, class procedure will be as follows:  Exhibitors will walk to right of cone A, at cone A trot to and past cone B, 
then turn left and continue trotting to line up.  Line up head to tail on opposite side of ring.  Please keep at least 10 feet off the rail so the judge has 
room to walk around equine.  In large classes, exhibitors will be put into multiple lines.  The judge shall inspect each entry from both sides, front and 
rear. Additional inspection at the judge’s discretion.  To be judged on conformation, quality, substance, soundness and manners. Rating 
conformation depends upon objective evaluation of balance, structural correctness, breed and sex characteristics.  
 
SHOWMANSHIP 
Patterned class.  To be judged on showmanship with equine shown in hand, standing and at a walk and trot on the line; also on fitting, evidenced by 
grooming, condition, neatness and sportsmanship.  Judged 60% on exhibitor's showmanship, leading, posing, poise/attitude, and appearance; and 
40% on condition, grooming, trim/braid, and tack of horse.  Conformation of horse not to count. 
 
EQUITATION  
Riders will be judged on seat, hands, position, control of mount, appointments, poise, and suitability of horse to rider both ways of the ring. 
Youth Walk/Trot, Adult Walk/Trot, Breed Walk/Trot – walk and trot/jog only.  
Novice Rider – walk, trot/jog, and limited canter/lope. 
Green Horse/Pony – walk, trot/jog, and optional unjudged canter/lope.  
Youth, Adult, Breed Open – walk, trot/jog, and canter/lope.   
 
EQUITATION PATTERN 
Exhibitors will perform a simple pattern from the gate individually.  Judged on exhibitor’s overall poise, confidence, appearance and position, and 
control of mount throughout the pattern.    
 
JUMPING 
ASTM/SEI approved helmet with a chin strap required in all jumping classes.  Standing/running martingales, protective boots/wraps/vests, 
and figure 8/flash nosebands or Micklem bridles allowed.   
Trotting Ground Poles – All seats.  All ages.  To be shown over a course of grounds poles spaced 3' apart for ponies and 4’ for horses.   Judged on 
rider's equitation and ability to maneuver equine over poles in a straight, centered, and even-paced manner.  Poles may be taken in the 2-point 
position.  Exhibitors will be penalized for refusals, hitting the poles and/or knocking them out of place.  A courtesy circle before first set of poles is 
allowed but not required.   
 
Hunter Over Crossrails - Open to any exhibitor. To be shown over 4-8 fences not to exceed 18” in the middle of jump.  To be judged on performance 
and soundness. Course to be ridden at a controlled trot, but exhibitors will not be penalized for cantering one or two strides between fences. May not 
cross enter Hunter or Equitation Over Fences classes.     
 
Equitation Over Crossrails - Open to any exhibitor.  To be shown over 4-8 fences not to exceed 18” in the middle of jump.  To be judged on hands, 
seat, and ability to maneuver equine through the course of fences. Course to be ridden at a controlled trot, but exhibitors will not be penalized for 
cantering one or two strides between fences.  May not cross-enter Hunter or Equitation Over Fences classes. 
 
Hunter Over Fences – 2’ & 2’3”  Open to any walk/trot/canter exhibitor.  To be shown over a course of 4-8 fences.  To be judged on performance and 
soundness.  May not cross enter Crossrails classes.   
 
Equitation Over Fences – 2’ & 2’3”  Open to any walk/trot/canter exhibitor. To be shown over a course of 4-8 fences. To be judged on hands, seat, 
and ability to maneuver equine through the course of fences.  May not cross enter Crossrails classes.  
 
PERFORMANCE  
To be judged 50% on exhibitor’s equitation and 50% on manners and performance of horse. 
Youth Walk/Trot, Adult Walk/Trot, Breed Walk/Trot – walk and trot/jog only.  
Novice Rider – walk, trot/jog, and limited canter/lope. 
Green Horse/Pony – walk, trot/jog, and optional unjudged canter/lope.  
Youth, Adult, Breed Open – walk, trot/jog, and canter/lope.   
 
ROAD HACK 
To be judged on manners, performance, and suitability both ways of the ring.  Excessive speed at the hand gallop shall be penalized. Class may be 
split at judge’s discretion for hand gallop pending entries.  Required to halt and stand quietly both ways of the ring.  May be asked to back. 
Youth Walk/Trot, Adult Walk/Trot, Breed Walk/Trot – walk, trot/jog and extended trot/jog only.  
Novice Rider – walk, trot/jog, extended trot/jog, limited canter/lope and limited hand gallop. 
Green Horse/Pony – walk, trot/jog, extended trot/jog, optional unjudged canter/lope and hand gallop.  
Youth, Adult, Breed Open – walk, trot/jog, extended trot/jog, canter/lope, and hand gallop.   
 



PLEASURE 
All Pleasure classes.  To be judged on manners, performance, collection, and suitability of seat both ways of the ring.  Note for western riders that 
there should be a distinct 2-beat jog and 3-beat lope.  Forward motion will be rewarded; 4-beat jogs/lopes will be penalized.     
Youth Walk/Trot, Adult Walk/Trot, Breed Walk/Trot – walk and trot/jog only.  
Novice Rider – walk, trot/jog, and limited canter/lope. 
Green Horse/Pony – walk, trot/jog, and optional unjudged canter/lope.  
Youth, Adult, Breed Open – walk, trot/jog, and canter/lope.   
 
TRAIL 
Entries to be worked individually over and through a course of 6 to 8 obstacles.  Horses shall be penalized for any unnecessary delay while 
approaching obstacles. Failure to follow the course will result in disqualification. Failure to complete an obstacle shall not be a disqualification but is 
to be severely penalized. Obstacles may include, but are not limited to, opening/closing gate, walk/trot over poles/crossrails, trot/jog or canter/lope, 
mailbox, backing obstacle, trotting through cones, bridge, carrying an object, sidepass over pole, etc.  To be judged on performance, manners, way 
of going, responsiveness, and attitude.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS CLASSES 
Open English/Western Model – Open to any age equine.  Entries to enter the ring at a walk and line up head to tail for inspection.  Entries are not to 
be moved and are judged standing for conformation, balance, structural correctness, and breed/sex characteristics.  
 
In Hand Disciplined Rail - Open to any equine.  Judged on equine’s manners and willingness to perform commands.  Commands may include, but 
are not limited to, walk, trot, halt, back, sidestep, 180 turn on haunches/forehand, or any other command the judge deems appropriate.  Whips/bats 
are prohibited.     
 
Carrot Race – Open to any equine.  This is a timed class and will be held in the practice ring.  Carrots provided by the show.  Exhibitors will enter the 
ring individually to start line with halter and lead rope.  The exhibitor must then either disconnect the lead rope from the equine’s halter or put lead 
over equine’s neck/shoulders and have equine follow them around a cone placed 40 feet away and back through start line without touching the 
horse.  Going off pattern will result in disqualification.  The winner is the exhibitor who can get their horse through the pattern the quickest.  
 
In Hand Trail - Open to any equine.  Equine to be judged on their performance over a course of 6-8 obstacles with emphasis on manners, response 
to the handler and attitude.  Suggested obstacles include passing through a gate, a small jump, backing through cones, walk over bridge, trot over 
poles, mailbox, sidepass over or through poles, etc. 
 
Golden Oldies Pleasure – Open to any equine 20 years and over regardless of division.  To be shown at a walk and trot/jog only both ways of the 
ring.  Special ribbon/prize to oldest horse in class.   
 
Jack Benny Pleasure – Open to any exhibitor 39 and older regardless of division.  To be shown at a walk and trot/jog only both ways of the ring.   
 
Dressage Suitability – Open and Walk/Trot.  All seats.  The Walk/Trot class is open to Intro Level riders only.  The Open class is for Training and 
First Level riders only.  To be shown both directions of the arena at a walk, trot/jog, and canter/lope (if Open class). Judge may call for an extension 
of walk and trot (and extension of the canter for open class), or any other appropriate gaits.  Judged on pure rhythm in gaits (clear 4 beat walk, clear 
2 beat trot with suspension, clear 3 beat canter with suspension), willingness, attitude, acceptance of contact and suppleness.  Per USEF rules, 
horses to be shown in snaffle bit.  Bridles may have a flash, drop, or Mexican noseband.  Micklem bridles allowed.  No double bridles or 
martingales allowed.  Hunt or dressage saddle.  Hunter or informal dressage attire (no Shadbellies or top hats). Braiding allowed but not required.  
Equines may not cross enter both classes. 
 
Ranch Conformation – Entries will follow the class routine for In Hand/Halter.  Judged on conformation, soundness, athletic ability, and way of travel.  
See tack/attire requirements.   
 
Ranch Pleasure Open - To be judged on equine’s manners, performance, athletic ability, smooth transitions, and ground covering gaits on a 
reasonably loose rein.  Judged at a walk, jog, extended jog, lope, and extended lope both ways of the ring.  Required to back easily and stand 
readily.  See tack/attire requirements.   

 


